Tucson, AZ
Chapter

Cactus Needle
Volume 14 - Issue 1
Feb - Apr 2006

CAB Charts A Roadmap For 2006
Twas the day after New Years and all through the land
ASG members had fabrics at hand.
The holidays were over with gifts made galore
Of materials and fabrics that sewists adore.

“CAB” Stands for...
Chapter Advisory Board
The People at the Wheel
Shaping Patterns
for the Future

The CAB mapped a journey to outline the scope
Of an 18-month calendar that would bring members hope.
Ideas from the chapter were proliﬁc and wide
Putting events and activities well into stride.

Featuring

The Library

At the wheel of the CAB sat a new driver this year
With a host of new helpers offering encouragement & cheer.
A meeting of minds at Liz “Mac’s” house took place
Planning a strategy for this chapter’s pace.
From CAB windows and tail pipe, new ideas ﬂew
Coming from everywhere, the list grew and grew.
Now embroidery, now sergers, door prizes from stores,
On basics, on quilting, sewists wanting for more.
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To Voyager, to Saddlebrooke, Sierra Vista, for instance
Green Valley, Marana, how far was the distance?
What should we have? Which way should we go?
What do they want to stay in the know?
At the end of six hours, the group ended the day
Leaving trails of paper and plans underway.
We heard what you wanted and ventured to guess
What programs to offer for your happiness.
NeedleNerd, our mascot will now show the way
To the start of agendas we hope
make your day.
To stay current, informed, and real up to snuff,
Stay tuned to this newsletter as it describes all this stuff!
Once you see what’s in store and programs forthcoming,
We hope you sign up and come eagerly running!
Now on with the trip through circles “sew” wide
Hop into the CAB and come along for the ride!
Cactus Needle

1

ADVISORY BOARD - 2006
PRESIDENT
Debbie Janson
dajanson@aol.com
VICE PRESIDENT,
MEMBERSHIP
Sue Kievit
skievit@earthlink.net

298-7165

625-3637

VICE PRESIDENT,
PROGRAMS/EVENTS
Barbara Gilliland
747-4437
bjgill@cox.net
SECRETARY

Sandy Younker-Hellman 299-3662

syhntucson@comcast.net

TREASURER
Kathryn Wald
749-4772
dizzyblondquilter@hotmail.com
RETAIL LIAISON
Twink Monrad
297-9454
larrytwinkmonrad@earthlink.net
PUBLICITY
Patti Lane
patti1121@msn.com

575-1790

LIBRARIAN
Millie Bentley
742-2713
mbent1@mindspring.com
NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP
COORDINATOR
Dianne Belin
299-3146
dianbel@aol.com
HISTORIAN
Miriam Sheridan
mir1jim@msn.com
HOSPITALITY
Dorothy Welch
quiltido2@aol.com

2

877-2238

ADVERTISING RATES:

Camera Ready Display Ad Rates:
Full-page
$85.00
Half-page
$45.00
Quarter-page
$25.00
Business card
$15.00
(discounted rates available for multiple
entries)

Classiﬁed Ads (Sewing related)

Members: Up to 40 words - Free
Non-Members: Up to 40 words - $5.00

Mail advertising pymt & send ads to:
Debbie Janson
895 N. La Salle Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85748
Ph: (520) 298-7165
e-mail: dajanson@aol.com

Make checks payable to
“ASG, Tucson Chapter”
NEWSLETTER DEADLINES:

All ads and items must be received by the 1st
of January, April, July, and October. Printed
pictures should be sent U.S. mail or hand delivered. Electronic/digital photos should be
at a minimum of 260 dpi.
For CHANGE of ADDRESS or
CHAPTER AFFILIATION:
Address labels used for many chapter mailings are printed at ASG Hdqts in Texas. If
your address changes for any reason, you
must notify ASG Hdqts. Otherwise, you
may not receive your newsletter or other important information. If you want to change
your chapter afﬁliation to a different chapter
other than the original one you joined, you
must let ASG Hdqts know that also, in addition to your address change.

Send address changes to:

The American Sewing Guild Assn.
9660 Hillcroft, Suite 510
Houston, TX 77096
FAX (713) 721-9230
To contact them e-mail, use info@asg.org
or use web site: www.asg.org
Chapter Advisory Board Meetings

886-1265

Held the 4th Thursday of most months, 10 am-12
pm at Bookmans (SE corner Grant & Campbell).
Meetings are open to all members. Non-board
members are asked to call in advance to request
space on agenda if they want to present a topic.
Please call Debbie for details; Ph: 298-7165.
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Need an ASG Chapter
Name Tag?

Pins have a matte gold color with
black letters. They come with a
magnet or a pin closure, both the
same price of $6.00 and will be
mailed to you.
Contact our Hospitality Chair, Dot
Welch, & she’ll help you get one.
Send her a check made out to
“ASG, Tucson Chapter.” Include
directions on how you would like
your name to appear.

Call Dot for details Ph: 886-1265

Welcome
New Members!
Recently Joined:
Judy Padgham

Joan Callaghan
Rosemary Carlson
Carolyn Foote
Marilyn Pollit
Vicky Waclawski
Mary Lou Worthy
Terry Benecke
Diane Dominice
Diane Reiter
Mardie Campbell

The Cactus Needle is published four
times a year (Feb-Apr; May-Jul; AugOct; Nov-Jan) by the Tucson Chapter
of the American Sewing Guild, Inc.
Local mailing address is:
895 N La Salle Ave
Tucson, AZ 85748
The ASG is a non-proﬁt volunteer organization of home sewers whose purpose is to provide information, education & programs for its members &
community. Membership in the Guild
is open to anyone with an interest in
sewing. Guild dues include the Cactus Needle newsletter & ASG national
quarterly publication Notions.

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

For renewing or joining the ASG,
please use the form on page 22.
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President’s Comments

From the Gabby Cabbie’s Stand
As the new CAB Driver on the block, I’d like to thank all of you for electing me as your President for
2006. Someone asked me what my “vision” was for the year. Being a process-focused person, it seemed
appropriate for me to answer, “To put processes in place for the CAB to drive successfully into the future
like a well-oiled machine.” That’s my vision.

This year’s trip began with a Jan 5th brainstorming session. Twenty chapter members from all areas of the map
joined together at Liz Macijeski’s beautifully decorated home in Saddlebrooke to plan activities for the next 2
years. Lots of ideas ﬂowed from the 6-hour meeting and it was quite fruitful. Planning an extended calendar has
been one of the processes uppermost on my mind. Now it’s time to start the engines running.
The front-page poem captures the essence of our brainstorming efforts, but it remains to be seen how the journey
continues. I hope we see more new faces who buy passage to our events. We’d also like to see more members
participate in helping to set them up as the CAB drives through your neighborhood with a
trunk full of program itineraries. Please support our surveys, activities, and the people who
put the effort together to make our sewing experiences the best they can be. As always, I’ll be
right here at the CAB Stand, listening to your comments and ready to take you on tour. Feel
free to contact me with your ideas on sewing programs or anything else. The CAB doors are
always open to passengers who like to sew and want to join the fun.

Parked & Waiting,

Debbie

Upcoming Chapter Events
Date

Time

Subject/Event

2-Day Event
Sat/Sun
Feb 18-19

9 am - 5 pm
both days

Guest Speaker - Connie Crawford; 2-day program on Fitting;
Trunk show, audience participation and ﬁtting concepts for sizes
XS - 6X. At the Jr. League of Tucson. (pg 18-19)

Wed, Mar 15

9 am - 5 pm

“Razzle Dazzle” Embellishments from Sulky; by Pat Welch
Two part program at the Jr. League Bldg. (pg 7 & ﬂyer insert)
WHAT, NO SWAP MEET? – We only heard from 3 who wanted
it, so it’s not happening! If you’re still interested in having a
Swap Meet, you need to TELL US! Call Debbie at 298-7165.

Supposed to
happen in
MARCH!
Unconﬁrmed

Weekday
in May

One Day

Fri - Sun
Jun 23-25

3-day Wkend

Jul - Oct

Chapter-wide Community Service Sew-A-Thon. Voyager RV Park.
Bring any charity sewing project you support and eat lunch.
Details next newsletter. Gather your projects & prepare.
Annual Sewing Retreat - at the Rex Ranch in Amado, AZ (north of
Tubac) NEW PLACE – Very Special! Details next newsletter.
Summer events being planned. Until then, stay with your
Neighborhood Groups!

Sat, Nov 18

9 am - 4 pm

DEMO DAY; Biggest Ever! NEW Round Robin style table demos.
Other big surprises in store! Saddlebrooke Ballroom. Details later.

Sat, Dec 2

Unconﬁrmed
locale

Holiday Luncheon; POT LUCK this year! NEW Fabric Challenge
Contest! Intro comments, pg 20. More details next newsletter.
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Neighborhood Group
Calendars
Groups/Group Leaders
Eastside Day Group
Co-Leaders:
- Sylvia Roberts
(520) 296-7311
jroberts119@cox.net
- Liz Lemieux
(520) 664-2470
LizL0143@aol.com

Meeting Schedule
Third Monday of each month at 1:00 pm
Location: Bookmans; 6230 E. Speedway (SW corner of Wilmot & Speedway)
Feb 20 - Fabric Stamping/Stenciling Demo by Sue Kievit. Supplies provided. Wear
old clothes or a smock if you want to try your hand at this project.
Mar 20 - Basic Serging by Jill Rouw. Make a pillowcase using all basic techniques.
Bring sergers/basic sewing supplies/MANUAL. See supply list next page.
Apr 17 - Bobbin Work Basics by Linda Brush. Load your bobbin with decorative
thread and sew upside down! See supply list next page.

Eastside Evening Group Third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm
Co-Leaders:
- Sara Rumbaugh
(520) 326-3534
slrumba@cox.net

- Becky Ruhl
(520) 888-3434
RuhlBecky@aol.com

Westside Group
Barbara Hovagian
(520) 297-4265
barbal4@aol.com

Southwest Group
Phyllis Viola
(520) 625-4877
4tonyandphil@earthlink.net

SaddleBrooke Satellite
Group
Liz Macijeski
(520) 825-2937
lounliz@robsoncom.net

Sierra Vista Group

Lucy Shaver
1-(520) 458-3551
lucy_shaver@cox.net
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Location: Bernina Sewing Center; 4500 E. Speedway, #39 (in Midway Plaza)
Feb 21 - Tackling sewing problems. Bring a “problem” & discuss it. Marie Roberts
will demo tips & techniques with invisible zippers.
Mar 25 - NOTE: date change; SAT day tour to Historical Society. 949 E. 22nd St.
Limit 10-12. CALL KAREN at 529-6160 for RSVP count. Meet at museum
9:45 am. Lunch after tour.
April and beyond...see article next page. Both NG leaders retiring after March!
Fourth Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am (All interested go to lunch after meeting)
Location: Villas de La Canada pool club house. Take La Canada north from Ina Rd. Turn
left on Sendero Uno (one block south of Magee). Drive till road turns right (north). See
high brick wall around swim pool. Clubhouse faces pool. Call leader for details.

Feb 28
Mar 28
Apr 25
May 23

-

Designer Pattern Review & Hints by Dianne Houston. Demo/lecture.
Field trip to Sahuarita/Green Valley quilt shops. Meet at Barb’s NLT 9:25 am
Mini Demo Day with guest presenter Liz Macijeski
Field trip to tQuilter’s Market/JoAnn’s/Bellas. Meet at Barb’s NLT 10 a.m.

First Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am
*NOTE - Meeting Locale still in ﬂux. Some locations to be announced before meetings
Feb 1 - Heirloom Sewing. Sit & Sew. Bring basic sewing supplies/tools/machines.
GV Library, 601 N La Canada. Call leader for supply list.
Mar 1 - Patternless Wardrobe Demo: Linda Brush. Meet at library, same as above.
Apr 5 - Charity Sit & Sew for Adaptation Center. Bring basic sewing supplies/
tools/machines. Call leader ahead to ensure enough supplies are there.
May 1 - Stained Glass Sweatshirts; Sit & Sew. Call leader for locale and supply list.
First Monday of each month at 9:00 am
Location: SaddleBrooke #1, Arts & Crafts Bldg, Rm 4. Call leader for details.
Feb 6 - Heirloom Serging - Demo by Cathy Biggers. Optional Sit & Sew. Bring lace,
batiste, ribbon, threads, notions, serger & machine supplies. Pot luck lunch.
Mar 6 - Meet Your Feet by Linda Brush. Sit & Sew. Bring sew machine/all the feet
& basic sewing supplies.
Apr 3 - Snowbird Special. Snowbirdz & “Stay-at-homes” share projects while apart
May 1 - T-Shirt Jacket construct’n by Barb Hovagian. Sit & Sew. Supply list next pg.
Third Monday of each month at 1:00 pm
Location: Board room of SSVEC (Electric) bldg; at 2nd St and Wilcox
Feb 20 - Making a Potato bag. Call leader for supply list and details
Mar 20 - Program pending. Call leader for details.
Apr 17 - Possible Field Trip to Tucson area. Call leader for details.
Cactus Needle
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Needling Through...

the Neighborhoods

Supply List: Eastside NG - March 20 Meeting

Basic Serger Techniques

from your President

by Jill Rouw

• Serger/foot pedal/power cord/manual/all feet/cleaning
supplies/extension cord
• 1 & 1/4 - 1 & 1/2 yds fabric for pillow case cover
• Matching serger threads
• Extra machine needles
• 1 yd of 1/8 - 1/4 inch ribbon • Pins
• Decorative rayon thread
• Basic notions/supplies

Supply List: Eastside NG - April 17 Meeting

Bobbin Work Basics
by Linda Brush

• Sewing machine /foot pedal/power cord//extension cord
• Utility foot, open-toed foot, feet that have space underneath (NOT ﬂat)
• Basic sewing supplies/notions
• 8-inch squares of channel-quilted, single faced fabrics;
If not that, then ﬁrm cotton with medium weight tearaway stabilizer is OK
• Decorative Threads such as: pearl cotton, ribbon ﬂoss,
thin silk ribbon, Decor by Madiera, pearl crown rayon

Questions? Call Linda at 825-1485 or sewlinda@aol.com.

Supply List: Saddlebrooke NG - May 1 Meeting

Making a T-Shirt Jacket
by Barbara Hovagian

• Sewing machine/foot pedal/power cord/extension cord
• Basic Sewing supplies/notions
• Choose between muslin or ﬂannel for your interlining.
Buy the amount your pattern requires for the jacket.
• Jacket lining
• Two T-shirts with embellished fronts, size XXL or bigger (hard to ﬁnd; may need to buy 3 XL T-Shirts)
• Matching threads
• Rotary cutter; small mat
• Long ruler
• Spray adhesive - Sulky KK 2000 Temporary Spray Adhesive (because it can be used indoors.)
• Ribbing if necessary
• Front zipper or buttons or closure of your choice
Before class, you need to cut only the muslin or ﬂannel
from the jacket pattern. Do not cut down the middle of the
front at this time. It will be cut later. You can cut out the lining before class if you want to.
Feb - Apr 06

Jo Ann Fabrics Discount Card
By the time you get this newsletter, I hope all of you
have received your January issue of ASG Notions Magazine along with the JoAnn’s 2006 discount card. If you
haven’t, you’re going to have to tell me. There was a mix
up at JoAnns Headquarters with the expiration date depicted on the card. Unfortunately, this year’s expiration date
is ALSO Dec 31, so I’m hoping ASG will send the 2007
card earlier this year to avoid the hassles of not getting the
JoAnn’s discount next January. The card is blue and white
and is included in the centerfold of the January Notions.
Please don’t throw it away! Call me if you haven’t gotten
it or preferably, send an email. My address is on page 2.
Sorry for the inconvenience.

Eastside Night-time Neighborhood Group

Faces Possible Extinction!

From our only night-focused
neighborhood group, the leaders
are retiring as of April 1. They’re
tired! They need replacements,
so help us out.
Sara Rumbaugh and Becky Ruhl are retiring after 3+
years as NG leaders, and no one has volunteered to take
their place. It’s not like this job takes a lot of work...it costs
about 6-8 hrs per month to be a NG leader. It means a little
planning, emailing, networking, plus some interaction with
the CAB, but it’s not rocket science! This is our only open
forum for employed members and night owls.
This group functions a little differently than the day
groups as the members don’t want to participate in a lot
of hands-on, sit & sew programs. They mostly come from
work and are tired but dedicated enough to show up and
discuss their sewing war stories! Programs include guest
speakers, show and shares, sometimes a video tape, and
occasionally a Saturday ﬁeld trip. No hauling of machines!
This group averages a showing of 8 – 15 members who
come together monthly. They WILL disband if no one steps
up to take on the leadership role.
The CAB extends help and advice to anyone who wants
to support our chapter in any way, so don’t think you’d be
left out there in the dark if you take on the job!
If you want to volunteer to “Save Our Nighttime Neighborhood Group,” call our NG Coordinator, Dianne Belin at
299-3146. She’ll give you lots of advice and written guidelines that spell out the responsibilities of group leadership
extremely well. SAVE the NIGHT GROUP! Volunteer!

Cactus Needle
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Tucson Quilt Fiesta – A Feast for the Eyes
The Tucson Quilt Guild Fiesta was held Jan. 13-15 and proved to be a most exciting event for many. Close to 300 quilts were displayed providing attendees an
awesome array of creative styles and colors. Pictures of three quilts submitted by
our members are on this page for you to see.

Above: Betsy Blanchard with her awardwinning quillt, “Crowning Glory”
Below: Kathryn Wald and her quilt,
“Mandy’s Star Garden”

Betsy Blanchard entered a small quilt entitled “Crowning Glory” and won the
Judge’s Choice ribbon. She used a paper piecing technique learned in a quilting
class, and it was a real eye-catcher with its fabulous array of color and form.
Kathryn Wald entered a quilt, entitled “Mandy’s Star Garden” which she made
for her granddaughter. It was a stack-and-whack design, all machine pieced and
quilted by Kathryn using the Lemoyne Star pattern in greens and pinks.
At the Bernina booth, Ruth Sharp’s quilt, entitled “Clarissa’s 12th Birthday” was
on disply portraying her granddaughter as a cowgirl. Although not entered for
judging, this work of art brought chills to people’s spines as they examined the
life-like detail in her free motion work while painting with threads. Ruth will enter this quilt in an international contest sponsored by the Bernina Company that
requires all entries to be created on a Bernina machine.
So much to see, so much to tour, these two
weary quilt lovers, Liz and Ruth, end their visit
happy but exhausted from the day’s events!

Above: Liz Lemieux, left & Ruth Sharp at right, both totally
wiped after a full day at the show!
Below: Ruth’s breath-taking quilt, “Clarissa’s 12th Birthday”

Hours
Mon-Fri 9-6
Wed 9-8
Sat 9-5
Sun 11-4
Ph: (520) 747-8458

7601 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ
(between Kolb & Pantano)

www.thequiltersmarket.com
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CAB Needs
Your Pictures

Razzle Dazzle Embellishments
Coming Your Way

Pictures in all formats are welcome. If you have a
digital camera and can transmit and receive pictures via
email, that would be most helpful. People using traditional cameras that use ﬁlm can also be of assistance.
Volunteers for this project would have to attend ASG
events or group meetings periodically, or take pictures
of random members in single or unique settings (like a shopping trip or a classroom setting, supporting retailer shop, or at outings
with sewing friends.)
In case you don’t know, when you take
regular ﬁlm to be developed, you can ask for
your images to be put on a CD for an additional $3.00 or so. If you have pictures you’d like to see
again in ASG media, just have the developer make a CD
and send the receipt, along with the CD to one of the
people listed below. With a receipt, the CAB will reimburse you for the CD and use it for reference. Or if you
want to keep the CD, then we’d appreciate you sending
us the images via email attachments, or
let us borrow it and return it after downloading the images.

A real treat is in store from Pat Welch, a guest Educator from Sulky. Pat is coming to Tucson on March 15
for a two-part program that will inspire your creativity.
Enclosed in this newsletter is a detailed ﬂyer that
should “WOW” you some of the techniques Pat plans
to demonstrate. The ﬁrst half of her program is open to
all with no limit on attendance. In the afternoon, there’s
a Sit & Sew Workshop with limited seating of 25. At
that time, Pat will walk people through the steps involved in creating a Chameleon Purse, but more importantly, how to scrunch and manipulate fabric and blend
them with stabilizers and decorative threads to create
your own works of art.
The ﬂyer tells you all need to
know, so read it front to back. We
hope this will begin to answer some
of our members’ requests for wearable art and embellishment ideas as
we steer the CAB down this trendy
highway in sewing.

DON’T WAIT to send in your application.

This is ONE program you won’t
want to miss!

Anyone interested in helping, please
contact the newsletter editor, Debbie Janson at 298-7165
or dajanson@aol.com or our new Historian, Miriam
Sheridan at 877-2238 or mirjim1@msn.com. We need
all the help we can get!

Two-Day Special in March
St. Patrick’s Day, Mar 17
& National Quilt Day, Mar 18

Ph: (520) 648-1533

From 6:00 - 9:00 am ONLY

Store hours: 9 am - 5 pm
Mon - Sat
Closed Sunday

30% off all bolted fabric & fat quarters

Phyllis Sirrine - Owner
Feb - Apr 06

Must wear GREEN or something quilted
on both special days to get the discount!
Cactus Needle

Valencia Rd

Country Club Rd

16121 S. Country Club Rd.
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Ph: 747-4437
E-mail: bjgill@cox.net

Rt 19, Nogale
s Hywy

Quilter’s Desert Patch

Contact Barbara Gilliland
for more information
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Houghton Rd

We are looking for people to take pictures of ASG
members and events in any setting. The CAB has big
plans for a special project that will include those special
photos you want to share. Our new Historian also needs
them to put in our scrapbooks.

Sahuarita Rd
Quilter’s Desert
Patch

SE corner Sahuarita Rd. & Country Club Rd.
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Sewing Hints and Tips
Top Tips Contest

Bothersome Bobbins

from Kansas City Chapter

Paper Tape Tip

From Pat Croft in Martha Pullen’s On-line Newsletter
“For securing loose bobbin threads to the bobbin case, I
use paper tape from the local beauty supply store. A small
piece of tape placed on the end thread from the bobbin
and taped to the bobbin case prevents threads from getting
tangled inside bobbin storage boxes.”

First Place – Patty Weiss

From Cathy Biggers

When ﬁnished using a bobbin, wind the last 12 inches of
thread tightly, ending up with about 4 inches of wound
thread to go along one side wall on the inside of the bobbin
case. Wind that last few inches tightly, cranking that last bit
of thread down between the bobbin side wall and the rest
of the thread. Keeps the bobbin tail tight and secure on the
bobbin while stored.

Embellish Your Wardrobe
With Crystals & Gems

Second Place – Charlene Hansen

“ I use this ALL of the time, and it just amazes me that no
one knows about it until I tell them. When sewing over
heavy seams, jeans, overalls, etc., when you get to the
seam, just hold down the front of your presser foot with
your ﬁnger, and the needle will go right over those seams
and won’t skip stitches. Be careful, so you just get the tip
of the foot, so you don’t catch your ﬁnger! You don’t need
a jean-a-ma-jig or anything; just your sewing machine and
ﬁnger. It really saves time, and it works!”

4826 East Broadway
Tucson, AZ 85711
Create a Designer Look
For Your Readywear
& Accessories
Largest Selection of
Austrian Crystals in Town

15% off

total purchase with this coupon
(Can not be combined with any other offer;
Discount does not apply to crystals)

Large Selection of Fabrics, Trims, Specialty Notions
Beads & Crystals

Carol Dupuis • (520) 325-2662

Tues - Fri, 9:30-5:30 • Sat, 9:30-5:00
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“ Storing zippers to keep them neat and tidy but accessible
was always a problem, especially when the stack grew.
FIfteen years ago, I found a heavy metal coat hanger and
bought a large box of #2 “Prim” safety pins. I sorted my
zippers according to color, took them out of the packaging,
laundered them if needed, and put a safety pin through the
end of each zipper. Then I attached them to the hanger bottom, This way, I can see each color, determine if I have the
length I need, and take it off without disturbing the rest of
the zippers. All separating zippers or other special zippers
are at one end. My stash now totals 232 zippers.

Sewing over thick seams without special tools

JAZZ-SKINS

Competition Wear • Dance • Skate
Body Building • Patterns

Check these out!
Best way to store zipper stash!

Securing Bobbin Tails

Special ASG Offer -

What a great idea! Prior to their Annual Meeting, this
chapter announced a contest for the best Sewing Tips
from their members Three winners were chosen and
their ideas featured in their newsletter.

Third Place – Mary Longren

Method of making templates from sewing doll
clothes and/or parts
“When I sew small things, such as doll parts or angel wings,
I make a template out of freezer paper by tracing the seamline of the pattern piece onto it. I then cut out the paper
piece, and with the fabric right side to right side, position
the paper with a warm iron on the fabric (allowing for a 1/4
inch seam allowance) and sew around the paper leaving a
small opening for turning right sides out. The template can
be used many times.

Cactus Needle
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Sewing Hints and Tips
Tips from ASG Members Everywhere
(speciﬁc sources unknown)

Thread Tips

Rochester, NY ASG Chapter

Here is a good use for dishwashing detergent bottles For the best color match, buy fabric and thread at the
with push/pull caps. Wash one out thoroughly and same time.
keep it full of water for your iron. Spills are kept to a
bare minimum.
Choose same color thread or one shade darker than
your fabric. Thread appears lighter when sewn. For
Sewing requires twice as much light as reading.
the best test, unwind a few inches and lay it against
your fabric.
Glue sticks last longer if kept in the refrigerator.
For plaids, tweeds, and prints, match the thread to the
Pull hand-sewing thread through a fabric softener predominant or background color.
sheet to prevent tangling.
If your machine stitch quality is poor, don’t be too
Use fusible thread as cording for machine button- quick to blame the thread - usually the culprit is the
holes. Press the buttonhole to fuse the cording to the needle. Skipped stitches, puckered seams, poor tenstitching.
sion and thread breakage may be the unhappy result if
the needle is damaged or the wrong size for the thread
Don’t hold a whole spool of thread against your fab- and fabric. A new needle will work wonders.
ric. Instead, unwind a single strand to check color.

2840 W. Ina Rd. # 156 • Tucson, AZ 85741
229-1977 • M0n-Sat 10-5 • Thurs. 10-8 • busyneedle.com

�

• Over 300 finished models

�

• Complete assortment of buttons from JABC

• Hand dyed fabrics (aida and Linen) and threads
• Enormous thread wall selection

• Complete professional finishing

�����

�����

�����

• Frames from Hog River, and Wood’n Needle
• Classes from beginner to advanced

�

www.busyneedle.com
Place your next order on the web!

�

OVER 1800 SQUARE FEET OF NEEDLEWORK HEAVEN
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Exlibris (From the Library)
Our chapter was born 14 years ago and shortly thereafter, a small library
was established. Over the years, there have been many additions and deletions, and the reference list has grown through purchases, donations and
member estate inheritances. Now with a collection of close to 250 books
and 200 videotapes, we think our library is one of the biggest and best collections among all the ASG chapters. This also makes it one of our strongest membership beneﬁts. Only recently have some issues come to light
that will charge the CAB with the responsibility of making some pertinent
decisions on the future of our library.
When it comes to “books and references,” times have changed. Many
people have purchased their own reference materials and maintain sizable personal sewing libraries. Geographically, our chapter is so spread
out that transferring references from one place to the other has become
tedious. Many of the ASG chapters have dissolved their libraries due to
these very reasons, and also because of the storage issues and heavy lifting requirements when towing books to events and NG meetings. With
such a vast collection, we may soon have to face uncertainties about our
library’s future.
We were very lucky to ﬁnd Millie Bentley, a certiﬁed librarian for 30
years, who is still current in her trade. Millie eagerly took on the position
of Chapter Librarian and has been tasked with evaluating the feasibility
of maintaining our library. She needs your help. Enclosed in this newsletter is a survey she designed for member input. Please ﬁll it out and mail
it to her. It will help us immensely in trying to identify which direction to
take.
Prior to the last election, while searching for a Librarian candidate we
discussed the library issues with over 100 members. The answer was always the same – no one wants to see the library go away, but no one wants
to maintain it, either! Millie jumped at the chance to take on the position
because she’s well aware of the beneﬁts of having references right there

in her house! So for the present, the inventory “storage and maintenance issue” is no
longer a problem.
Some members have offered to store portions of our videos in their homes. While
we appreciate their offer to lessen the storage burden, tracking a library that is even
further scattered is just not practical.
The CAB has a few initiatives in the
parking lot to try to increase library usage.
First, we eliminated the required deposit
for checking out items. We are considering
hosting a “Purge Party” where a group of
members work to reduce the references to a
reasonable number while updating the content and getting rid of older, more obsolete
items. We are planning to get more of our
references out at events to make them available and more visible. We’re also asking the
NG Librarians to do the same...PUSH the
library at NG meetings. Millie has started a
Book Review column in this newsletter and
will keep you informed of her ﬁnds. In addition, we’ve added Website reviews to the
column to let you know what’s out there.
All this takes time and effort and the CAB
doesn’t want anyone spinning their wheels!
We plan to give these initiatives a decent try
and if they increase library usage, we will
consider maintaining our library. However,
the ﬂip side of the book cover is this:
“If the library’s usage doesn’t increase
noticeably with all this extra effort, we may
be inviting you to attend a massive book
sale sometime in late 2007!”
In summary, the CAB has mapped the
following agenda:
1. Survey the members and get their
feedback about the library
2. Decide IF we want to maintain a
library and how large it should be
3. Review the condition and overall
shelf life of the current inventory
4. Make recommendations for
the future

Please ﬁll out your survey
and mail it to Millie!

Drive to pg 17 & meet her there
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ASG, Tucson Chapter Library List - Jan 2006

The inventory of publications and videos owned by the Tucson Chapter is one of the best beneﬁts of ASG membership.
Procedures for checking out references are simple. Each Neighborhood Group (NG) has a library box. The remainder of
the references are housed at the Chapter Librarian’s home. Beginning this year, we are no longer requiring a deposit for
checking out references; the usual time limit for returning an item is 8 weeks. Should an item become “missing” after
check out expiration, the Librarian in charge will contact the last person who had the item and ask for its return. After that,
a ﬁne will be imposed on the member. We ask for your cooperation in trying out this new policy. To check out items, call
the Chapter Librarian at 742-2713, or check out items directly from their NG box. The NG librarians are:
Eastside day: Barbara Atwell - 663-4007
Eastside Evening: Sara Rumbaugh - 326-3534
Sierra Vista: No box maintained for that group

Saddlebrooke Satellite: Liz Macijeski - 825-2937
Northwest: Sara Conrad - 743-7513
Southwest: Phyllis Viola - 625-4877

Keep this library list handy; it’s only published once a year! (Extra copies available through Chapter Librarian)
VIDEO TAPES:

Adams, Shirley
Celebration of Jackets
Small Investment—Large Return
Belt Bazaar
Blouse Pattern Pizzazz
Sewing Connection Series 1 (set of 4 videos)
Sewing Connection Series 2 (set of 4 videos)
Sewing Connection Series 4 (set of 4 videos)
Sewing Connection Series 800 (set of 4 videos)
Sewing Connection Series 1000 (set of 4 videos)
Barlup, Judy
Japanese Tailoring
Bernina
Sewing Today (1st show)
Betzina, Sandra
Class Act I
Commercial Pattern Reﬁnements
Construction Difﬁculties Easy linings
Embellishment
Fearless Serging
Fear of Sewing
Fitting Solutions
Foolproof Pants Fitting
Hand-woven and Quilted Garments
Hassle-free Designing Jackets
Marketing What You Make
Pants That Fit -- Pattern included
Pattern Sizing and Alterations
Power Sewing
Power Sewing - Designer Details Made Easy
Trouble Shooting #1
Trouble Shooting #2
Betzina, Sandra
Sew Perfect TV Series Videos
(Topics Listed Alphabetically)
Episode Title
Active Wear
Alterations for Tall Women
Alterations: Quick Fix
Alterations: Wool Coat Alterations
Altering a Pattern
Aprons
Artistic Closures
Feb - Apr 06

Episode Seg.#
219
312
215
335
224
321
218

Episode Title
Episode Seg.#
Baby: Infant Fabrics (how to select)
Making a Bib
121
Baby Towel & Blanket
322
Baby: Infant’s Play Mat
238
Baby: Stork Novelty Basket
336
Baby’s Room
107
Bags: Evening Duffel Bags
233
Bags: Picnic Essentials: Tote Bag,/Picnic Basket
331
Bags: Tote bag
326
Bathrobes
234
Bedroom Accessories
207
Bedroom Essentials
120
Boxer Shorts
216
Bridal Accessories
334
Buttonholes
307
Chair Cushions
237
Child’s Raincoat; Waterprooﬁng fabric
305
Child’s Room Decor
318
Children: Ballerina Costume
332
Children: Costumes for Kids
109
Children: Girl’s Velvet party Dress
236
Children: Kid’s Fun Books
209
Children’s Clothing
112
Children: Stitch On Paper (Rainy day
crafts for kids)
125
Copying Patterns
320
Covering Bar Stools
325
Cuffs and Collars
338
Decorative Braid and Trim
355
Dressmaker Business
313
Dress: Basic T-Shirt Dress
205
Dress: Wrap Dress
330
Duvet Covers to change seasons
126
Embellishment Techniques: pleated
rufﬂes & prairie points
513
Fabric Cover-Ups
231
Fabric: Leather & Faux Leather
618
Fabric: Manipulating Fabric
222
Fabric: Polar Fleece Jackets
235
Fabric: Sewing Knits
315
Fabric: Sewing Sequined Fabric
324
Fabric: Working with Canvas
339
Fitting: The Not So Perfect Figure
208
Fly Fronts
309

Cactus Needle
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Episode Title

VIDEO TAPES (cont.)
Episode Seg.#

Hair Accessories: hair bow, scrunchie,
headband embellishments
Holiday: Easy Christmas Home Decor:
folding chair slipcovers, fabric candle decor
Holiday Gifts & Ornaments
Holiday: Tree Skirt & Stockings
Importance of Color
Industry Techniques
Interfacing Mysteries: when & where
Jacket: Lining a Jacket
Jacket: Sewing a Fur Jacket
Jacket Support System
Jacket: Unlined Jacket
Jewelry Hang-Up
Lampshades
Lingerie
Machine Feet
Man’s Ties
Materials & Safety
Maternity Wear & Accessories
Mending & Repair Sewing
Napkins
Napkins: Quick Napkin Creations
Necklines
Neckline: Perfecting Necklines
Pant Fit
Pants: Trouser Alterations
Perfect Pumpkin
Pillows: Throw Pillows
Planter Ottoman: Ottoman Top & Planter
Pleats: Perfect Pleats
Pocket Design Techniques
Potholders
Quick Notion Tricks
Quilting Using Templates
Quilt: Nine Patch
Ribbon Embellishment
Scarf: Make a Scarf
Seam Finishes
Serger Techniques
Serging Basics
Sewing Industry Shortcuts
Sewing Industry Techniques
Sewing Smooth Darts
Sewing with Sequins
Shower Curtains
Skirts: Wrap Skirt, Avoid Disasters
Sleeves: All About Sleeves
Sleeves: One vs Two Piece Sleeves
Slipcovers
Sweatshirt Embellishment
Table Embellishment
Table Runner & Place Mats
Tablecloth: Measuring Tips
Thread: Decorative Thread Sewing
Thread Importance
Tips from Donna Salyers
Towels
Vests
Waistbands
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110
228
227
123
214
329
327
314
212
358
111
118
106
340
418
308
125
124
323
103
232
230
319
316
311
226
101
114
310
515
321
223
201
119
217
110
306
220
337
328
329
515
117
105
102
213
333
210
203
357
211
103
225
710
702
105
104
221

Episode Title
Window Treatments
Window Treatments: Balloon Shades
Windows: Sway Windows
SEW PERFECT VIDEO TAPE INDEX:
(Episode Numbers included on each tape)
[101 thru 104]
[105 thru 108]
[114 & 117]
[117, 118,119,128]
[125,126, 201, 203] [207, 209, 214, 210]
[208, 213, 221, 202] [211, 212, 205, 206]
[219, 220, 222, 223] [224, 225, 226, 204]
[231 thru 234]
[235 thru 238]
[309 thru 312]
[313 thru 316]
[321 thru 324]
[325 thru 328]
[333 thru 336]
[337 thru 340]
[Compilation Reel]

Episode Seg.#
229
122
108

[109 thru 112]
[121 thru 124]
[215 thru 218]
[227 thru 230]
[305 thru 308]
[317 thru 320]
[329 thru 332]
[513 thru 516]

Burda
Fabric to Fashion
Spring and Summer 1997
Fashion Show 1997
Burnett, Deborah
You can do it-Decorating
Carr, Roberta
Couture Technique for Casual Wear
Clotilde
Clotilde Demonstrates Notions I
Clotilde Demonstrates Notions II
Perfect Pleater: How to Ideas
Cofﬁn, David
Shirt-making Techniques
Cutting, Louise
One Seam Pants
Dos de Tejas
A Sweater Again: Remaking Old Sweaters
Driscoll, Clare
Learn to Make Slipcovers
Ericson, Lois
Expressions...Sewing to Create Texture
Flury, Mary Ellen
Tailoring Ladies’ Jackets
Hancock Fabrics
Holiday Craft Show 92
Holiday Craft Show 93
Holiday Craft Show 94
Hausmann, Sue
Art of Sewing Series 200 (3 videos)
America Sews Program 1312
Hazen, Gale Griggs
Sewing Machine Savy
Sewing for the Less Than Perfect Figure
Islander, Margaret
Shirts, Etc. (Parts 1&2)—two videos
Industrial Shortcuts for Home Sewing
The Galaxy of Sewing Techniques (1-4)
Pants, etc. with booklet
National Fashion Sewing Inst.
Blazers Made Easy
Nix-Rice, Nancy
Sensational Swimwear
Olfa Rotary Cutting System
Cut Out What Ever you’re Doing in a Fraction of the Time
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VIDEO TAPES (cont.)
Palmer-Pletsch
Sewing Today The Time Saving Way
Sewing to Success: How to Make Money in Home-Based Sewing Business
Two Hour Trouser
Pellon
Wonder Shade
Pray, Janet
Bleach or Dye
Prym-Dritz Corp.
No Sew
My Double
Pullen, Martha
Martha’s Sewing Room Series 100
Martha’s Sewing Room Series 200
Martha’s Sewing Room Series 300
Martha’s Sewing Room Series 400
Fancy Work I
Fancy Work II
Fancy Work III
Fancy Work IV
Fancy Work V
Sew Beautiful VI
Sew Beautiful VII
Sew Beautiful VIII
Repcon
Inﬁnity Rings
The Ultimate in Quick Change Decor
Roehr, Mary
Pressing to Perfection
Sager, Peggy
Pants Fitting and Drafting
Salyers, Donna
Redo a Room in a Weekend
Sew a Wardrobe in a Weekend
Sewing the Fabulous Furs
Super Time-Saving Sewing Tips
Sew America
Knits are for Kids
Elastic Waist Skirt
Sensational Swimwear
Lingerie for Less
Shaeffer, Claire
Couture Sewing Techniques
Smith, Shirley
Sewing Collars
Welt Pockets & Buttonholes
Stith, Carol
My Twin Dress Form
Stretch & Sew
Sewing Sweatshirts Pattern #373 (2)
Sewing Sweaters Pattern #374
Sewing Combo-knits Pattern #100
Sew Splashy (swimsuits)
Necklines - Round Necks with Ribbing
Necklines - Round Necks with Facings
& with French Trims
Necklines - V-Necks
Necklines - Rugbys
Necklines - Tab Front, Cardigan
Feb - Apr 06

Sulky
Art of Sewing and Sew Creative
Tailor, June
“Short Cut”
Zieman, Nancy
Artistic Closures
Carefree Machine Embroidery
Celebrate Sewing
Challenge ‘96
Create Your Own Vest
Easy Does it Knits
Fuse, Press, Success
Luxurious Lingerie
New talk in Tailoring
Quick Quilting by Machine
Sew Easy Embellishments
Sewing For The Bride
Sewing Building Blocks
Surface embellishments
Thread Tales
Texture—Special Effects
Vested Interest

BOOKS & BOOKLETS
Adams, Shirley
Sewing Connection Series #1-17
Blouse Pattern Pizzazz
Belt Bazaar
Knits With a Twist
Ahles, Carol Laﬂin
Fine Machine Sewing (1st & 2nd ed.)
Atwood, Jennie A.
Sew Vintage
Baker, Brawn
Ultimate Serger Answer Guide
Barlup, Judy
Unique Techniques:
Double Welt Pocket with Flap
Front Facing Finish and Piped
Lining accent
Elegant Bound Buttonholes
Barrick, Belva
As Soon As I Lose
Beesley, Terrece & Boerens, Trice
Your Family Heritage: Projects
in Applique
Betzina, Sandra
Fast Fit
Power Sewing
More Power Sewing
Sews for Your Home
Black, Lynette Ranney
Dream Sewing Spaces
Brown, Gail & Palmer, Patti
Sewing with Sergers
Creative Serging
Brown
Sensational Silk
Brown & Young
Innovative Serging
Cactus Needle

Cofﬁn, David
Shirt-making Techniques
Conlon, Jane
Fine Embellishment Techniques
Consumer’s Guide
Whole Sewing Catalogue
Cowell, Joan
Women’s Pants
Cummins, Cindy
Serge It in an Hour or Less
Cutting, Louise
Booklets:
Perfect Pockets, Techniques & Patterns
Fantastic Fabric Tips
Expert Tips & Techniques for Fine
Sewing I
Expert Tips & Techniques for Fine
Sewing II
Expert Tips & Techniques for Fine
Sewing III
Daniel, Nancy
Folklore Designs
Demo Day
Booklets 1994-1999, 2001-2005
Doak, Carol
Easy Mix & Match
Dunn, April
Deco-Serging
World of Wooly (booklet)
Decorative Serging
Erickson, Lois
Design and Sew It Yourself
What Goes Around, Belts
Erickson, Nancy
Do You Love What You Sew?
Fackler, Irene
Fun Embroidery For Kids Stuff
Flury, Mary
Tailoring Ladies Jackets
Ghora Shi, Kathy
Special Embroidery Touches
Gick Publishing
Glitter Ideas With Transfers
Guffey, Cynthia
Cynthia’s Dress Designs, Vol: 1,2,3
Cynthia’s Pants Fitting Workshop
Cynthia’s Precision Measuring &
Pattern Alterations
Cynthia’s Simple Guide to Master
Tailoring; Women’s Shirts
Precision Sewing Techniques - Vol: 1-5
Sewing Techniques: ( Zippers,
Buttonhole Placement...)
Hauseman, Sue
America Sews Book 11
America Sews Book 13-Series 400
America Sews Book 14-Series 500
America Sews, Book 22
Art of Sewing, ref guide to programs
101-113
Art of Sewing, ref guide to programs
201-213
Sew Fast, Faster, Fastest
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BOOKS & BOOKLETS (cont.)
Hashiguchi, Star
Timeless Tailoring (booklet)
Hazen, Gale Grigg
Impeccable Zippers (2 booklets)
Hill, Jane
Electric Mola
Holt, Verna
Verna’s Machine Applique (booklet)
King, Kenneth
Designer Techniques
Lawrence, Judy & Clotilde
Sew Smart
Mastering Miters
Sewing Beautiful Pillows
Scarves to Make
Lee, Linda
Sewing Edges & Corners
Sewing Stylish Home Projects
Long, Connie
Embellish Chic
Madden, Angela
Magic Celtic
Martensson, Kerstin
Its Easy to Sew Knit/Stretch Fabric
Kwik Sew-Easy Sewing
Applique the Kwik Sew Way
Mason, Lorine
Fashion Sweatshirts
Matthews, Kate
Pants & Skirts
McGehee, Linda
Simply Sensational Bags
Textures with Textiles (with companion project book)
More Textures with Textiles
Messinger, Lyla
Ordinary to Extraordinary
Mulari, Mary
Adventure in Appliqué
Applique Design Collection
Denim & Chambray With Style
Designer Wearable Arts & Gifts
Garments With Style
More Designer Sweatsirts
Sweatshirts With Style
Murrah, Judy
Jacket Jazz
Nicholson, JoAnna
110 Mistakes Working Women Make
Oates, Cindy Taylor
Folk Art Designs
Palmer-Pletsch
Easy, Easier, Easiest Tailoring
Serger Idea Book
Pepper, Phillip
Peppering; The Artistic Creations of
Philip Pepper
Pearson, Ann
Sew Active
Pischke, Linda
Picture This Family
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Porcella
Pieced Clothing
Pieced Clothing Variations
Pullen, Martha
French Hand Sewing by Machine 2ed.
Heirloom Doll Clothes
Jami’s Special Applique
The Joy of Smocking
Readers Digest
Complete Guide to Needlework
Roehr, Mary
Altering Men’s Ready-To-Wear
Altering Women’s Ready-To-Wear
Sewing as a Home Business
Speed Tailoring
Rostocki, Janet
Jazz Shirts (pattern included)
Russell, Sallie J.
Which Stitch? (booklet)
Salyers, Donna
Designer Details
Luxury Accessories
Sewing With Fabu-Leather
Saunders, Jan
Speed Sewing
Scrivaro, Sandy
Creative Surface Design
Sew News
Sew Much Better
Shaeffer, Claire
Couture Sewing
Fabric Sewing Guide
Sew Any Patch Pocket
Sew Any Set-In Pocket
Complete Book of Sewing Shortcuts
Shoesmith, Michele
Fabric to Fashion
Sew Organized
Singer Reference Library
101 Sewing Secrets
Creating Fashion Accessories
Creative Ideas
Decortive Machine Stitching
How to make Bedspreads (booklet)
More Sewing for the Home
Sewing for the Home
Sewing for Style
Sewing Pants That Fit
Sewing Update
The Perfect Fit
Sewing With an Overlock
Smith, Shirley
The Art of Sewing-Basics & Beyond
The Art of Sewing-Collars, Welt
Pockets & Bound Buttonholes
Sparling, Glenda
Wrapped in Fabrique
Spike, Kathleen
Have a Fit
Pants Can Fit
Sew to Success
Cactus Needle

Sulky
Elegant Concepts in Sulky
Threads Magazine
Fit and Fabric
Beyond the Pattern—Great Sewing
Techniques
Techniques for Casual Clothes
Thelen, Marilyn
Sew Big
Trippon, George
Sewing Tricks ‘N’ Treats
Valley, Stephanie
Embellishments A to Z
Van der Kley, Anne
Serging Australia
VanEren, Shirley
Embellished Sweatshirts
Wallington, Mary
The Custom Touch -Creative Sewing
Techniques
Wilson
Crazy Curves
Woman Alive
Sewing Exciting, Sew Simple
Young, Tammy & Bottom, Lori
ABC’s of Serging
Zieman, Nancy
Fitting Finesse
Sewing Express
10, 20, 30 Minutes to Sew

Sewing with Nancy Series Booklets
Artistic Closures
Applique-Endless Possibilities
Carefree Machine Embroidery
Celebrate Sewing
Challenge ‘96
Create Your Own Vest
Cutwork Without Cutting
Dimensions in Quilting
Design Duplicates
Exclusive Detachables
Fabric Wreaths
Gifts for All Seasons
Gifts From the Heart
Jacket Trio
Just Skirts
Kids Star Attractions
Luxurious Lingerie (2 copies)
New talk in Tailoring
Popular Pattern Pointers
Quick Jackets
Quick Quilting by Machine
Quilting Options
Savvy Zigzag
Sew An Heirloom
Sewing Building Blocks
Sewing With Nancy Challenge
Surface Embellishment
Texture—Special Effects
Timesaving Transformations
Vested Interest
Viewer Hints; Booklets 1 thru 6
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Sewing Publication & Website Reviews
Welcome to our newest information column. If you know of a particularly interesting sewing reference
or website you’ve reviewed, feel free to tell us about it. Describe what you liked and why it left you
with a memorable impact. Submit your written, signed review, via e-mail to one of the newsletter staff
listed below.
Debbie Janson
Phyllis Bannister
Nancy Record
Miriam Sheridan
Liz Lemieux
Liz Macijeski

E-mail: dajanson@aol.com
E-mail: tbannister1@cox.net
E-mail: nancy@gainusa.com
E-mail: mir1jim@msn.com
E-mail: lizL0143@aol.com
E-mail: lounliz@wbhsi

Ph: 298-7165
Ph: 625-8657
Ph: 749-0942
Ph: 877-2238
Ph: 664-2470
Ph: 825-2937

10 · 20 · 30 Minutes to Sew by Nancy Zieman

Website visit to www.simplicity.com

If you do not have the ability to spend the day, every day,
sewing, then this book is a good place to start. Nancy has
broken down the basics into 10, 20 and 30-minute increments, so you can choose what you are able to do. Categories include organizing, fundamentals (sleeves, zippers,
buttonholes, pockets, etc.), serging and determining your
pattern size, among other things. Photographs and drawings help explain the text, to give you a better understanding of what she is saying. – Millie Bentley

I was amazed at what’s on this site. Simplicity.com is not
just a site with lists of patterns and fashion designs. It has
a wealth of information on many subjects, some shared by
readers under Idea Exchange and other topics written by
professionals listed under Sewing Basics and Techniques
and the Simplicity Classroom. You’ll ﬁnd anything from
adding a broomstick effect to your clothing to invisible
zipper installation, ﬁtting and fusing tips, fabric and notion details, and much more...something for everyone who
quilts, embroiders, garment sews, or crafts. Links to other
sewing favorites are easily accessed including international
sources and lots of pictures. – Debbie Janson

Your Family Heritage: Projects in Appliqué
by Terrece Beesley & Trice Boerens

Patterns and instructions for ten samplers commemorating
marriage and family are included in this beautifully illustrated book. I have never done appliqué or quilting, but am
fascinated by the snow couple surrounded by mittens with
the children’s’ names and snowﬂakes with the grandchildren’s names as a gift for my parents’ upcoming 60th anniversary in April. – Millie Bentley

The Complete Book of Sewing Shortcuts
by Claire Shaeffer

Although this book was copyrighted in 1981, there are
many good hints to make your sewing go more easily.
Many of us would like to ﬁnd more time in the day to do
what we love, and this book details the basics, as well as
including fashion details and techniques for working with
special fabric such as plaids. There are no photographs, but
the line drawings are quite clear. I know several members
of the guild already have shortcuts and have taught some
of these to others, but not everyone can attend demos, and
some of us are just getting back into sewing—this is a great
help. – Millie Bentley
Feb - Apr 06
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Meet the “CAB”...

The 2006 Chapter Advisory Board

Elected CAB Members
Debbie Janson - President

& Chairman, Newsletter Editor Staff

Debbie continues her third year on the CAB.
She still hopes someone will replace her as
editor, but she now has the help of at least
6 people to continue getting the newsletter
done! Debbie operates a home based alteration & dressmaking business. While many sewers shy away from
“repair sewing,” Debbie ﬁnds it rewarding to reﬁt/redesign clothing that ﬁt her clients comfortably and doesn’t look “altered.” Her
propensity for taking on Projects From Hell leave her ever wondering why she does this to herself! Debbie joined ASG in 1997
and has enjoyed the advancement of her sewing skills through
classes, NG meetings and the annual conference. Most of all,
Debbie enjoys the friends she’s made and credits ASG as the primary motivator that keeps her going. (at least for now).

Sue Kievit - Vice President,
Membership

Sue grew up in Kentucky. She worked for
TWA for 15 years and began a second career
as a travel agent for 12 more. In 1989, Sue relocated to WA State and became active in several social organizations including being the
ﬁrst female Commodore of a Yacht Club. The
search for sunshine caused her migration to Green Valley, AZ in
2003. Sue learned to sew at the age of 11 in the 4-H organization
and always had a sewing machine around. Until the early 1990’s,
she focused mostly on Home Decor, however a seamstress friend
in WA encouraged her interest in clothing construction. Though
she still indulges in home dec, Sue’s main sewing interest is focused on clothing design. She continually gets frustrated when
trying to ﬁt patterns to her asymmetrical body but aspires to overcome that someday. In 1992, Sue joined the Silverdale, WA Chapter of ASG and after a few years, decided to offer her services as
their Special Events Chair. As a CAB ofﬁcer, Sue hopes to inspire
more member participation in the local Neighborhood Groups.

made 7 full to queen-sized bed covers, mostly self-taught, but
with guidance from sewing colleagues. Barbara learned about
ASG from a retail shop and offers her wealth of life experience
toward making chapter events the best they can be!

Sandy Younker-Hellman
Secretary

Sandy grew up in a farming family in East Central Illinois. She started to sew while a member
of 4-H and dabbled with the hobby for many
years. Her work as an RN in the healthcare
profession, continuing her education and family commitments took large chunks of her time and energy. Then,
about ﬁve years ago, Sandy was reintroduced to the current world
of sewing with the computerized embroidery sewing machines.
She has had a great time since, creating a variety of fun projects
for family and friends. It gives her a great deal of pleasure to receive a call from a grandchild that starts, “Grandma Sandy, if you
have time, would you make….!” Sandy joined ASG several years
ago and recently volunteered to help the CAB as an opportunity to
meet more sewers and get more great ideas!

Kathryn Wald - Treasurer

Born in Texas, Kathryn spent her early years
pursuing educational degrees in mathematics.
She later turned to a career as an engineer in
the defense industry and relocated to Tucson in
1994 as part of the Hughes/Raytheon Industry
move. Kathryn began sewing on doll clothes
as a child and took her ﬁrst sewing class as a
Girl Scout. She learned most of her sewing and embroidery skills
from relatives and taught herself to knit, needlepoint and crossstitch. She’s made clothing for herself and others, but was never
happy with the way clothing ﬁt her own body. Kathryn joined
ASG and the Tucson Quilters Guild in 1995 and quilting is her
greatest passion. She expects to retire soon and devote herself to
sewing/quilting full time. Continuing as treasurer, Kathryn drives
on to crunch the numbers and keep the CAB a balanced team.

Appointed CAB Members

Barbara Gilliland - Vice President,
Programs & Events

Barbara was raised in San Diego, the second
of 7 children. There was never a sewing machine in her house. She was introduced to
sewing in 9th grade and though she excelled,
it wasn’t “fun!” She married into a military
lifestyle, stayed home, had babies, and eventually taught herself to knit and crochet. Out of necessity, she
made most of the family clothing. When she became “gainfully
employed,” and required an appropriate wardrobe, she made several lined suits before anyone told her “she didn’t know enough!”
After sewing prom and wedding gowns and wearing out the thirdsewing machine, she quit sewing! Five years ago, Barbara saw an
embroidery machine in action and fell in love. After embroidering wonderful panels and not knowing what to do with them, she
evolved into a quilter. Without taking one quilting class, she’s
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Twink Monrad - Retail Liaison

Twink moved to Tucson from Iowa at the age of
2 when her parents wanted to move “out west.”
Someone gave her a Singer toy hand crank machine on which she made doll clothes for her
Toni doll. She took sewing in 7th grade, loved
it, and her parents bought her a Singer Slant-OMatic machine during her teenage years. Twink
began making most of her dresses and other clothing, taking particular delight in trying to imitate the Lanz line of dresses and
anything else she admired. She was fortunate to have a sewing
teacher at Amphi who taught tailoring and lining techniques to
interested students. During the “Jackie Kennedy” days, Twink
and several friends in sewing class had wonderful, lined wool
suits complete with pill box hats and gloves. Since those days,
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Twink has never stopped sewing all sorts of things for herself
and others. When living in Hawaii for 3 years during the early
1970’s, Twink loved making muumuus, men’s shirts, jams, and
swim suits. Currently, her sewing includes clothing, small quilts,
scarves, stuffed toys, tote bags, purses, home dec and all sorts
of things for gifts. Twink is a long time volunteer with the Pima
County Victim Witness program, a hunter and ﬁnder of beautiful
rocks, gold and meteorites, and an occasional golfer. However,
her ﬁrst two loves are sewing and cooking. She joined ASG
about 4 years ago and has enjoyed meeting many new friends.

Patti Lane - Publicity

Patti has served on the CAB more years than
she can remember! As Publicity Chair, her
main goal is to let people know ASG exists.
She joined in 2001 and holds dear the beneﬁts
of belonging. First and foremost, Pat enjoys
the camaraderie that develops among people
with common interests. She also gives rave
reviews to the expansion of sewing skills ASG offers and being alerted to the newest “ﬁnds” in the sewing world. Pat spent
25 years working as a nurse, but her sewing interests began as
a young teen. Primarily, she enjoys garment sewing and makes
about 80% of her wardrobe. She indulges in quilting and ﬁnishes about 2 or more quilts or wall hangings per year. Pat
wants to increase awareness of ASG in the community and get
the word out about the many community service projects that
need support. She welcomes and encourages new members
who join our “fold” and hopes the chapter continues to grow.

Millie Bentley - Librarian

Millie is a second generation Tucsonan, third
generation Arizonan. Her family spent summers at Hawley Lake in the White Mountains where, because she was not an outdoor
person, she read a lot of books and took up
sewing. She actually purchased fabric at the
McNary General Store and another shop in
Pinetop, as well as from the Sears catalog. She remembers her
ﬁrst project as being a gathered skirt made from an orange sunset-patterned border print. The family Kenmore machine did not
have a functional bobbin winder, but she and her sister managed
to sew anyway. A lesson learned the hard way was to preshrink
fabric. Unfortunately, it was not a lesson learned on the ﬁrst try,
and her younger, smaller sister beneﬁted from this lack of attention to detail in at least two cases. Millie went on to sew for coworkers, her husband, sons, grandson, mother and mother-in-law,
as well as some minor alterations for friends. One of her friend’s
sons even approached her to hem his jeans. Millie is a lifelong
reader and library user (ask to see the book she won in third grade
for reading the most books—93—in six weeks), and now a retired school librarian. She is eager to share her love of reading
with members of ASG as the newly appointed Librarian.

Dianne Belin - NG Coordinator

Dianne continues into a third year on the CAB.
She ﬁnds her ASG experiences fun and rewarding and has enjoyed meeting the NG leaders
and attending their meetings. She recommends
all members attend one or more NG meetings outside their norm to see the vast array
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of talent displayed throughout the chapter. Dianne joined ASG
in 1997 and has doubled her sewing expertise through the many
workshops offered. Her top 2 interests are quilting and embroidery and she devotes as much time as possible entrenched in
her sewing room. When it comes to making clothing, she’ll do
it if she has to and she avoids alterations like the plague! Her
personal goals include a frontal attack on her ever-growing pile
of “UFOs” (unﬁnished objects) to complete some of her sewing projects and to win one of those gonga door prizes or gift
certiﬁcates at a chapter event! Dianne loves being a part of the
CAB and looks forward to her continued involvement with ASG.

Miriam Sheridan - Historian

Miriam’s sewing interest began at age 2 when
she sat at her mother’s feet asking for fabric
scraps while her mother sewed on a treadle
Singer sewing machine. Her mom was an
expert sewer and taught her the art, although
she continued to rely on her to put in the zippers and make buttonholes for her projects.
By the time Miriam was in 4th grade, she made a sundress for a
4H project and was in a fashion show. Making doll clothes was
a major pasttime, and she dreamed of being a fashion designer
one day. But as she grew up, Miriam selected a more practical
career and became a nurse. Her studies led to the procurment of
masters and doctoral degrees and later employment as Director
of Education and Research for the VA along the Gulf Coast. (She
adds, “Yes, her former home was completely destroyed in Hurricane Katrina!”) Miriam loved her job doing a lot of teaching,
research and publication. Now after retirement, she has returned
to her ﬁrst love, which is sewing. Since moving to Tucson 4 years
ago, she felt she could learn a lot from the workshops and from
other members of ASG, which has certainly come true. Miriam
joined ASG in 2003 and wants to bring life to the chapter’s history through scrapbooks and cataloguing of memorable events.

Dorothy Welch - Hospitality

Dorothy (goes by “Dot”) grew up in a sewing
family in central Ohio. She began to sew in
Home Ec and the 4-H Club and really got into
it after her children were born. Starting with
scraps from her grandmother’s sewing business and a treadle machine, Dot later graduated to an electric “domestic” model. Traveling the globe as a military wife, Dot made clothes and anything
else her family needed. A skeet vest for her husband was one of
the projects she mastered when she was too young to believe she
“couldn’t do it!” While assigned to Germany, she got a new Pfaff
and has been upgrading ever since. Dot loves learning new techniques and all types of sewing. While she indulges in clothing
construction, knitting and crocheting, quilting and machine embroidery are among her favorites (they don’t require ﬁtting!) Now
with 8 grandchildren, she enjoys sewing for them and teaching
them the art for themselves. Dot joined ASG in 1997. Since then,
she has enjoyed her time with all the kindred spirits of ASG and
has met a lot of wonderful friends. Dot looks forward to being
part of the CAB another year.

Cactus Needle
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CONNIE AMADEN-CRAWFORD

Fashion Design Specialist, Educator, Author
CONNIE AMADEN-CRAWFORD is a nationally recognized lecturer, fashion
specialist, educator, and author of sewing and pattern textbooks. Connie shares
her love of sewing and patternmaking by bringing a new level of understanding
to the professional arena and the home clothier. Connie has worked in the garment industry for 35 years. She taught fashion design classes in patternmaking,
production, sewing, and draping for 23 years at the Fashion Institute of Design
& Merchandising in Los Angeles. Currently, she is the CEO of Fashion Patterns
by Coni. Her accomplishments include the following:
She is a published author of 6 textbooks:
A Guide to Fashion Sewing (Fairchild Books)
The Art of Fashion Draping (Fairchild Books)
Patternmaking Made Easy
Fashion Your Own Pants the Simple Way
Fashion Your Own Skirts the Simple Way
Customizing the Bodice
She has been a featured author in Sew News, Threads Magazine, and several issues of Sew Beautiful Magazine.
She has also been featured in The Creative Machine Newsletter, Total Embellishments & Notions publications.
Ms. Crawford has been a guest speaker on HGTV’s SEW MUCH MORE, ABC’s TV series HOME, and appeared as a special advisor on an infomercial.
Her career spans everything from fashion name dress designing to patternmaking and design consultant. She
is the designer and CEO of FASHION PATTERNS by Coni, designing clothing patterns for all sized and full
ﬁgured women; sizes XS – 6X.
She has been a guest lecturer for colleges and universities, various fashion seminars, ASG Conferences and
Chapters, PACC Chapters, Bernina Clubs, Viking Clubs, and other women’s organizations.

Coming to Tucson, Feb 18-19, 2006

(at the Jr. League Bldg.)

Connie’s workshops will go beyond your previous sewing and ﬁtting classes. Live models from our
membership will be featured while the audience learns to hone the skills of correcting “garment gaposis” and other ﬁtting challenges endemic to the asymmetrical body shapes of all ages. The Tucson
ASG Chapter will be sponsoring a two-day seminar covering the following topics:

Sat, Feb 18 – Fundamentals of Fitting Patterns/Garments; All Sizes
Trunk Show of Garments for All Sizes & Shapes
Sewing Industry Shortcuts
Sun, Feb 19 – Half-day Lecture - Designing/Fitting Pants & Skirts
– Half-day Lecture -Designing/Fitting Bodice Patterns
18
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Details for Connie Crawford’s Program:
Cost:
ASG Members

Non-Members

- $30.00 for one day (Sat or Sun)
- $45.00 for both Sat & Sun

- $35.00 for one day (Sat or Sun)
- $50.00 for both Sat & Sun

Price includes lunch - Fee is non-refundable
Where:
Junior League of Tucson

When:
9 am - 5 pm both days

2099 E. River Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85718

Comments from Debbie Janson ...

“Lots of people said good things about Connie Crawford at this year’s ASG Conference. I attended one of her classes and it was well received. She spoke to all
levels of understanding and knew the problems sewers faced ﬁtting patterns. Connie is an experienced instructor, and her teaching style cuts to the chase. Kathryn
Wald visited Connie’s booth and walked away excited about what she had seen.
Connie has some neat tricks to share and will show you industry garment techniques using small scale paper patterns and staplers. NO HAULING SEWING
MACHINES! Let’s show her our support when she comes to Tucson.”

To sign up, ﬁll out the form below & send to:

Kathryn Wald, Treasurer
Make Check Payable to
13451 E. Sahuaro Sunset
“ASG, Tucson Chapter”
Tucson, AZ 85749
Fee is Non-refundable
Ph: 749-4772
E-mail: dizzyblondquilter@hotmail.com

Kathryn Wald and Connie
Crawford at the Exhibit Hall

Refer all questions to:

Debbie Janson
Ph: 298-7165
E-mail: dajanson@aol.com

Deadline EXTENDED for RSVPs – February 10, 2006

I’d like to attend all or part of the Connie Crawford Program
Check all appropriate boxes

ASG Member

Non-Member

Name: ___________________________________

$50.00 - 2-Day Non Member Fee

_________________________________

If attending only one day, which one?
Circle one...
Sat
Sun

City: ____________ St: ___ Zip code: _________

Make Check Payable to: “ASG, Tucson Chapter”

Email: ___________________________________
Feb - Apr 06

$45.00 - 2-Day ASG Member Fee
$35.00 - One Day Non Member Fee

Address: _________________________________

Phone: __________________________________

$30.00 - One Day ASG Member Fee

Cactus Needle
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Holiday Luncheon & Library Contest Winners

First time held in Green Valley, the chapter’s Annual
Holiday Luncheon brought 58 members “south” for an
end of year get-together. Marie
Roberts was at the microphone
MC’ing one last time before retiring from her presidential term.
Honored as a guest was Connie
Curtis, founding Chapter President, who described to members
some of the details about how the
chapter got started 14 years ago.
The Library Challenge Contest
Marie Roberts,
took place with all the members President (also known,
during her tenure, as
acting as judges. Eight contest
the “Big Cheese”
entries were submitted, mostly in
the garment category but three
non-apparel projects were among
the displayed items. Four prizes
were available, however only
two prizes awarded as not all
the contest categories had qualiﬁed entries. In the Apparel Made
From a Book category, the winner was Dianne Huston. Dianne
is a snowbird who resides in
Tucson from November through
Connie Curtis, FoundMay and whose afﬁliate chapter
ing Chapter President

Above: Nancy Record displays
her winning quilt
At left: Dianne Huston holds her
winning two-piece outfit

is in Illinois. Dianne’s meticulously assembled skirt and
sleeveless top, trimmed with coordinating striped lapels
and pocket details made this outﬁt a sure winner! Nancy
Record won the Non Apparel Item Made From a Book
category with a machine pieced quilt in blues and greens
that she claimed “was her ﬁrst one!” Both winners got a
$25.00 ASG Gift Certiﬁcate toward a future event.
This year’s Holiday Luncheon will be a pot luck affair
at a place yet undetermined. If any members have ideas
about how or where they’d like to see this event take
place, please call one of the CAB members on page 2.
There is also a new fabric challenge in the making for
this year’s contest. Since the 2004 Ugly Fabric Challenge
was such a success, a similar theme will be adopted for
Dec. 2006. Dianne Belin and Dot Welch will search the
town for enough fabric to have on hand for everyone who
wants to enter. The fabric won’t be identiﬁed as “ugly”
but will deﬁnitely be the same fabric for everyone. Similar categories will be offered as contest criteria and judging of the winners will take place at the December 2nd
luncheon. Stay tuned to information forthcoming about
this contest! The CAB will get the word out through the
Neighborhood Groups and in this newsletter regarding
how to obtain some of that fabric!

Leandro Fine Fabrics and Custom Clothing
6530 E. Tanque Verde
Tucson, AZ 85715
520.886.0078
888.201.2165 Toll Free
520.886.2165
www.leandrofabrics.com

STORE HOURS
Monday -Sat. 10:00 - 5:30
Sunday - 12:00 - 4:00pm
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Fabulous selections of designer fabrics, elegant bridal and
evening silks, Italian & Swiss cottons, Irish linens, Imported
lace, Italian wools, cashmere and European buttons.

FASHION & HOME DEC FABRICS
Be sure and check our new website for the latest additions
15% discount for all ASG members
Cactus Needle
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Return to:

From the CAB Membership Seat
As VP/Membership, I tracked more than 300 changes last year in the Membership phone directory.
Most of them were e-mail addresses, but with recent changes in zip codes in north Tucson, addresses
have changed as well. When we do special chapter mailings, we get many letters back with forwarded
summer addresses and discover members have either moved permanently or are temporarily away
from their Tucson residences. Phone numbers change, too.
PLEASE notify me when you change your contact information! We will be mailing a new directory in
February along with other membership information. It’s very important to the ASG Tucson Chapter to be able to communicate with you when needed. Contact me by e-mail at skievit@earthlink.net or by phone at 625-3637 with any
changes you make. Thanks!
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Classiﬁed Ads
FOR SALE: Babylock 4-thread Overlock
Serger; Protegee’ BL5370ED model. 10 yrs
old, newly serviced, good condition. Manual
and extra specialty feet included. $150 or
best offer. Call Kay Hendricks: 325-4509
FOR SALE: Babylock Protégé Serger Model BL402 complete with zippered carrying
case, instruction book, extra blades & original packaging. $250. Call Kathryn 749-4772.
FOR SALE: Bernina ARTISTA 170, QUILTER’S PLATINUM EDITION. Carefully used.
Excellent condition with 2 complete manuals. Includes Twp-sole Walking Foot with
seam guide valued at $100. Has computer
touch-sensitive info screen with different
buttonholes & on-screen button measuring.
Hundreds of stitches (decor and practical),
alphabets, stipple and hand-look quilting
stitches. Many features: Freehand & knee
lift systems, speed selection, memory functions & more. Included are 6 extra feet and
carrying case. $1200.00. Contact: Betsy
Blanchard at 290-3848 or exlibris@cox.net.
LOOKING FOR: Old sewing machine in
working order with a hemstitcher attachment. Call Susan Crane. Ph: 577-1852.

Only one class open

To be on the mailing list and not miss out

Sewlinda@aol.com
520-825-1485
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Support the Retailers Who Support the Guild
Please remember to show your ASG card before making your
purchase to receive your discount
Retailer

Discount

Arizona Vacuum & Sewing Center
1835 S. Alvernon, #211
790-7041

10% off non-sale items, service & retail.
items only on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month

Bernina Sewing Center
4500 E. Speedway Blvd. #39
795-7786

10% off non-sale notions, books, threads,
& fabrics. (Does not apply to consignment merchadise)

Buttons ‘N’ Bolts
1750 E. Ft. Lowell
795-1533

10% off non-sale fabrics only

Cathey’s Sewing and Vacuum Center
Authorized Viking Pfaff & Singer dealer
• 5701 E. Speedway Blvd. - 721-4000
• 7255 E. Brdway /inside JoAnn’s 731-9111
• 7889 N. Oracle & Magee - 797-7177
• 3906 N. Oracle/inside JoAnn’s - 690-9144

10% off all non-sale sewing machine accessories, notions & full service labor

Ely’s Complete Vac & Sew
• 954 W. Prince Rd. t- 887-0011
• 5929 E. 22nd St. - 745-5290

15% off all items sold

Fabrics That Go
3105 N. Campbell Ave.
881-4444

15% off all non-sale, IN STOCK fabrics
NO DISCOUNTS on special orders

Hancock Fabrics
• 4155 W. Ina Rd. - 744-6635
• 6325 E. 22nd Ave. - 747-9201

10% off selective sale & all non-sale

JazzSkins
4826 E. Broadway Blvd.
325-2662

10% off non-sale patterns & fabric

JoAnn Fabrics & Crafts
• 7255 E. Broadway Blvd. - 886-1400
• 3906 N. Oracle Rd. - 888-0996

10% off selective sale &all non-sale items

Leandro Fine Fabrics
6530 E. Tanque Verde Ave.
886-0078

15% off non-sale items

Quilter’s Desert Patch
16121 S. Country Club
Sahuarita
648-1533

- 10% off all purchases to groups of 4
people or more.
- Must call 24 hrs ahead to let staff know
you are coming to qualify for discount

The Squirrels Nest
Authorized Brother dealer
530 Bartow Dr.t
Sierra Vista
1-(520) 417-1070 or 1-800-340-5772

10% off all non-sale items

Nancy’s Notions
codes for
10% ASG discount
off catalogue
merchandise:
Cactus Needle

Jan-Mar:
Apr-Jun:
Jul-Sep:
Oct-Dec:

ASG
ASG
ASG
ASG

069411-5222
069411-5223
069411-5224
069411-5225
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TIME-DATED MATERIAL...
Please Deliver Promptly!
Thanks

Look for new Member Phone Directories to be mailed in February!
Features for next issue:

“Giving Back”

with a focus on:
• Neighborhood Groups & Group Leaders
• Community Service

Plus a look down the road
at a 2-year forecast for our
Chapter’s Future

Advancing Sewing
as an Art and Life Skill

Reprints of any material included in this publication
are authorized without prior approval. Credit should
be given to the proper authors when applicable.
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Meet NeedleNerd, the walking, threaded needle! His job
is to catch your “eye” & keep
you in “stitches!”
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