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Transformation:

“A complete change, usually into something with
an improved appearance or usefulness.”

OK, now you know the definition of transformation. How about
makeovers? Now there’s a trendy term! We all know what they are.
Makeovers are closer to what transformations truly mean. Regardless,
they’re both about change.
Have you noticed that lately, the Tucson Chapter has undergone
some transformations of its own? The Neighborhood Groups (NG) have
grown, team sewing projects in 3 groups have been successful, and
the emergence of a specialty embroidery group was founded in Green
Valley. NG Leaders and members
have bonded in stronger ways, and
a few have found new places to
meet. Our web site is transforming,
too. Its expansion and development
is getting noticed as we continue to
get many “hits” and contacts.
The Sewing Retreat was another
L-R: Barb Pickering, Sara Rumbaugh, Liz
great transformation. Traditional
Lemieux, Liz Macijeski, Maureen Obuch, Barb
set-up arrangements were tweaked,
Hovagian, & Joyce Catalfamo met in May to
and it was a huge success... and not
discuss ways to enhance NG meetings.
just for the human species! Read
page 9 for the story on Liz and Kate. Move to page 14 and read how
renovation and change polished off Dianne’s dream sewing space. And
talk about transformations... Shirley Adams’ visit this November will blow
you away as you see how she does a complete makeover on patterns
and fabric, turning them into fashions that get noticed!
Our chapter faces challenges not unlike all chapters but have worked
through life-changing events and still served the chapter well (see
President’s message, page 3). Last quarter, a call was made for members
to volunteer for next year’s Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) elections. The
plea was heard and folks responded. We are happy to say we recruited
enough folks to fill the slate of candidates.
For next year, the CAB will have new faces and new plans to remodel the
governing infrastructure. Plans are underway to downsize the numbers
of people attending monthly meetings, expand and improve access to
information and provide varied opportunities for others to get involved.
Once in motion, we hope this will simplify and improve member service.
Please read the details of our CAB “makeover” on pages 12-13. Be
assured we won’t transform into something different–just better. For all
members to see how they fit in, remember what the old TV program
Mission Impossible would say, “Your mission, should you decide to
accept it… is to escalate your involvement with our chapter!” Read all
about it inside.
Cactus Needle News



Advisory Board – 2007
President

Jane Riney
Ph: 520-797-7372
lizzyjane42@mac.com

Vice President, Newsletter Editor
Debbie Janson
Ph: 520-298-7165
dajanson@aol.com

Vice President, Membership
Paula Fleming
Ph: 520-731-0151
elgincon@dakotacom.net

Secretary

Yolanda Niemann
Ph: 520-818-9235
yniemann2000@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Liz Lemieux
Ph: 520-664-2470
LizL0143@aol.com

ASG Membership

Newsletter

For Changes of Address or
changes to Chapter Affiliation:

Cactus Needle News is published four
times a year (Feb-Apr; May-Jul; AugOct; Nov-Jan).

Master membership data is managed
at ASG Headquarters in TX. If your
address changes for any reason, you
must notify ASG directly. Otherwise,
you may not receive your newsletter
or other important information. If you
want to change your chapter affiliation to a different chapter other than
the original one you joined, you must
notify ASG of that fact, also, in addition to your address change.

Send address changes to:
The American Sewing Guild
9660 Hillcroft, Suite 510
Houston, TX 77096
FAX (713) 721-9230
To contact ASG via e-mail, use:
info@asg.org or www.asg.org

Retail Liaison - Position Open

Neighborhood Group Coordinator
Liz Macijeski
Ph: 520-825-2937
lounliz@wbhsi.net

RE-MEMBER
to RENEW

Hospitality

Julie Scott
Ph: 520-296-1805
moonlight3849@hotmail.com

Publicity

Pat Scully
Ph: 520-722-6236
patscully@att.net

Programs/Events - Position Open



(discounted rates available for multiple ad placements)
Classified Ads (Sewing related)
Members: Up to 40 words–Free

Non-Members: Up to 40 words–$5.00

Mail ads & ad payments to:
ASG, Tucson Chapter
c/o Debbie Janson
PO Box 18853
Tucson, AZ 85731
Ph: (520) 298-7165
Make checks payable to:
“ASG, Tucson Chapter”
All ads, articles & images must be
received by the 1st of January, April,
July, & October.

Welcome New Members!

For new members joining ASG
or anyone needing to renew
their membership, please use
the form on pg 20.

Historian

Miriam Sheridan
Ph: 520-877-2238
mir1jim@msn.com

Camera Ready Display Ad Rates:
Full-page
$85.00
Half-page
$45.00
Quarter-page
$25.00
Business card
$15.00

Newsletter Info Deadlines:

Librarian

Linda Ryan
Ph: 520-299-2338
Lryan20@aol.com

Advertising Rates:

Chapter Advisory Board
Meetings
Held the 4th Thursday of most months,
9:30-11:30 am. A permanent meeting
location is in flux. Attendees need to
call the President for locale. Meetings
are open to all members. Non-board
members are asked to call in advance
to request space on the agenda for
discussion. Please contact the President for details; Ph: 797-7372.

Ruthe Brown
Millie Burgheimer
Terry Doherty
Vicky Gallardo
Donna Hosler
Rosemary Keefe
Sue Tesner
Linda Monroe
- Transferred in from GA

ASG is a non-profit volunteer organization of home sewers whose purpose is to
provide information, education & programs for its members & community. Membership in the Guild is open to anyone with an interest in sewing. Dues include
quarterly publications of the Chapter Newsletter & ASG’s Notions magazine.
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President’s Comments - Jane’s Jottings
Dear Chapter Members,
As a caveat to the front page, this year has been, and will continue to be, a year of
change and transformation for the CAB and the Tucson Chapter of ASG.

Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) Changes:

While the CAB members have tried to keep their noses above water at home and keep
ASG going forward, we have had our own set of challenges. First, the continued vacancy of the Program Chair position caused increased responsibilities from other CAB
members. Then, Judith Perlite, Retail Liaison, moved to California. For the past few months, Paula Fleming, Membership, has suffered with generalized arthritis and an irreparable pinched nerve in her back. For
this, she must now taper back. The spouses of Debbie Janson, Newsletter Editor and Miriam Sheridan,
Historian, both suffered significant strokes earlier this year. And the guy I married 46 years ago, died in
June. All these events have affected the CAB.
To those few who volunteered to help after my pleas at the March Mary Mulari event and in the last
newsletter, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. Our new angels began with Carol Green who took
on organizing booth set ups for the two Sewing Festivals this year. After the last newsletter, volunteers to
join the 2009 CAB were: Jody Nowak, Brenda Sommers, June Chase, and Sandy Younker-Hellman (in
Sandy’s case, providing she got a co-chair volunteer and we kept program planning simple). Yolanda Niemann, our current Secretary, did us a BIG favor volunteering to run for President... a billet for which finding
candidates is very hard. Another personal thanks goes to Yolanda for attending this year’s ASG Conference to fulfill my duties in the Chapter leadership role. She has been an angel to me. Finally, Kathryn Wald
volunteered to take on the Threads Magazine renewal process (see page 22).

Chapter Changes:

To begin, most of the library has been liquidated. Second, the structure of the Annual Sewing Retreat was
changed and met the goal of increased attendance. In the works, the current CAB is planning to test a new
transformation in operations next year (see pages 12-13). For this to work, a direct mail Helper Survey will
be mailed soon, asking all members to select which event/activity they can help with and in what capacity
they can help. This same survey will be sent to all new members in their welcome packets and they, too,
will be asked to choose. The free ride is over, folks! The few cannot do everything for the many. We are
asking for only MINOR increments of help, so no weak excuses, please. “Many hands make light work.”
Members need to transform a little themselves, or see the Chapter disappear!
Two surveys and the election ballot will be sent out later this summer. Make your choices: (1) What
minor helper task you will do (anything helps); (2) VOTE and return your election ballots quickly... even if
there’s only one name for each position (discussed on page 22), and (3) Finally, tell us how you want the
newsletter. Our Chapter newsletter can still be received as a hard copy (black & white) or read on the www.
asgtucson.org web site (in living color). If you don’t have a preference, then choose the web site! Unspent
printing and postage costs will go toward other chapter wish lists, i.e., NG activities, underwritten costs for
events, etc.
My message this month reads like a lecture, even to my eyes; no humor this time. Much of the fun in my
life left June 6 when my husband passed. All I need personally are your best wishes and prayers. For
the rest of our members, I want to see our CAB transformed into a healthier
g!
one supported by the entire membership. It’s up to you.
Goin

ing

Sew
Keep
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2008 Chapter Events
Date/Time

Activity / Event / Location

Aug 28 - Thur
9:30 - 11:30 am

Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) meeting; Church of Christ,
2848 N. Mountain Ave. All members welcome; See pg 2.

Sep 11 - Thurs
10 am - 4 pm

NG Leader/Member Meeting. Home Town Buffet on Oracle
Rd. Liz Macijeski will host a session on lesson plan ideas for
NG meetings. Round robin, 5-min demos will take place from
25 members while having a guest lunch. Contact Liz for
details. 825-2937 or LounLiz@wbhsi.net.

Sep 18 - Thurs
10 am - 4 pm

Make a Fabric/Bead Necklace; Prince Memorial Public
Library. Many have seen these creations made of large
wooden beads covered with fabric. Come make more or perfect your technique. Instructor, Liz Macijeski. See pg 16.

Sep 24 - Wed
10 am - 3 pm

Christmas in September–Charity Sit & Sew. Carol Backus’
home. Make Christmas Stocking toiletry bags for AVIVA foster kids. Colorful holiday fabrics available or bring your own.
Some cut out, ready to sew. Stocking pattern & details, pg 6.

Sep 25 - Thur
9:30 - 11:30 am

X
X
X

Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) meeting; Church of Christ,
2848 N. Mountain Ave. All members welcome; See pg 2.
Premiere Tucson Quilt, Craft, & Sewing Festival at the

Tucson Expo Center. See products, demos & shop for sewOct 2-4
Sewing Festival ing-related goodies. Visit: www.rustybarn.com for coming

<-Quilt/Sewing->
Festival

attractions & details. ASG MEMBERS FREE! Info, pg 19.

Oct 23 - Thur
9:30 - 11:30 am
Nov 21
Fri: 9 am - 1 pm

Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) meeting; Church of Christ,
2848 N. Mountain Ave. All members welcome; See pg 2.
Shirley Adams; Guest Expert from the Sewing Connection.
SaddleBrooke Mt View Ballrm. Renown for classic, high-end
garments/designer touches/pattern redesigns. LOTS of tips!

Fri, Nov 21: 4-hr. Class; “Spring Chicken Grows Up”
Nov 22
Sat: 9am–4:30pm Pattern adjustments & solutions to fit the mature figure.
Flyer and Details, Sat: Nov 22: All day Trunk Show; >200 garments from very
few patterns. Be inspired by Shirley’s ongoing tips, techpgs 17-18
niques and entertaining charm. Details, pg 17-18.

Dec 6 - Sat
11 am - 3 pm

Annual Holiday Luncheon; Drab Fab Contest; Annual
Meeting with CAB election results. Reid Park–Randolph
Golf Course, Copper Room. 600 S. Alvernon Way. Buffet
lunch. More info in Nov. newsletter. Watch for event application flyer to appear on web site.
DON’T FORGET–Ugly Fabric is available. See flyer on
web site (events pg) on how to get it or ask NG Leaders.

Shirley
<- Adams ->

On the 2009 Chapter Agenda
Jan, first week - Patternless Wardrobe class by Linda Brush
Feb 7, Sat - Demo Day - Mountain View Ballroom in SaddleBrooke
June 10-13 - Annual Sewing Retreat; Windmill Inn
Oct 30-31 - Guest expert, Pam Damour; “Home Dec for the Holidays”
GREAT show in store!
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Check for updates or changes on chapter web site: www.asgtucson.org
Groups / NG Leaders
Meeting Schedules & Topics (TBA = to be announced)

Eastside Day

Ann Williams
(520) 574-4462
enawilliams1@aol.com

C
a
l
e
n
d
a
r
s

EE

Third Tuesday of each month – 6:30 pm
Location: Bernina Sewing Ct; 4500 E Speedway #39 (Midway Plaza)

(NW corner of Pantano Rd & Kenyon Dr)
Aug 18 – Sew shirt/vest project. Bring BSS & machine. Call for details.
Sep 15 – Continue Sew/Share embellishment ideas on vest/shirt project.
Alternate: Carol Green
		 Snippet fabrics will be provided.
298-4342 or carolunicorn@q.com
Oct 20 – Demo of Fabric Folding/Storage tips by Kathryn Wald

Eastside Evening
Becky Ruhl
(520) 888-3434
ruhlbecky@aol.com

Alternate: Sara Rumbaugh
326-3534 or sLrumba@cox.net

Southeast

Annette Sydnor
(520) 647-7055
annsyd@q.com

SE

Alternate: Donna Crowl
777- 3055 or crowL1@cox.net

Benson

Maureen Obuch
(520) 212-7088
mobuch@prodigy.net

G
r
o
u
p

ED

Third Monday of each month – 1:00 pm
Location; Christ Comm. Church; 7801 Kenyon Dr, Rm 101

Sierra Vista

Deb Williams
(520) 803-7776
omahandn@cox.net

Northwest

B

Barbara Hovagian
(520) 297-4265
barbaL4@aol.com

Third Thursday of each month – 3:00 pm
Location: San Pedro Valley Methodist Church; 636 S Hwy 80 (So. of Benson)
Aug 21
Fabric manipulation techniques for 2 mo. Embellishing & textures
on fabric squares. Supply list on web site, or call leader.
Sep 18
Oct 16 – Make a scarf from threads/yarns using water soluble stabilizer

NW

First Monday of each month – 1:00 pm
Location: Rural/Metro Fire station admin bldg: 490 W Magee Rd.

WS

Aug 19 – Have your colors analyzed by Debbie Janson
Sep 16 – Charity Sewing; AVIVA totebags/other. Bring machines/supplies
Oct 21 – Moving darts by May Louise Startt

Sep 8 – NOTE: 2nd Mon. Begin jacket assembly. Collars, cuffs, pockets, zippers.
Oct 6		 Continue Wearable Art Jacket construction. Each class will continue to
Nov 3		 discuss & refine sewing techniques for all areas of jackets
Dec 8		 members are making. Targeting final construction on Jan 5, 2009

Fourth Tuesday of each month – 10:00 am
Location: Villas de La Canada pool club house... (Take La Canada
north from Ina and left on Sendero Uno, 1 block south of Magee.)

Aug 26 – Lunch only. Acacia Restarnt./St Phillips Plaza. Meet there 12 pm
Sep 23 – Bean bag sew for kids. Bring bright color 4 1/2” cloth squares & BSS
Oct 28 – Christmas project; TBA

SW
Phyllis Viola
(520) 625-4877
4tonyandphil@gmail.com
Alternate: Joyce Catalfamo
296-2296 or jcataLfamo@cox.net

SaddleBrooke Satellite

SB

Alt: Yolanda Niemann – 818-9235
or yniemann2000@wbhsi.net
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Aug 16 – Pin Cushions
Sep 20 – Make cancer pillows for mastectomy patients
Oct 18 – Felting by hand and machine

SV

Southwest

Liz Macijeski
(520) 825-2937
LounLiz@wbhsi.net

Third Saturday of each month – 1:00 pm
Location: Annette’s home: 6925 S. Calle Lechuza, Tucson, 85747

Third Tuesday of each month – 1:00 pm (group goes to lunch first)
Location: Board Rm in SSVEC, Electric Bldg. (at 2nd St & Wilcox)

Ramona Baird
(520) 304-2944
ramonatucemb@comcast.net

Westside

Aug 19 – 6 pm Dinner at Chad’s Steakhouse, 3001 N Swan Rd (NW corner
Swan & Ft Lowell). RSVP-Karen- keveryware@aol.com or 882-4369.
Sep 16 – Decorative machine stitching
Oct 21 – Texture with textiles
Nov 18 – Easy button holes

First Wednesday of each month – 10:00 am (in Green Valley)
Location: Friends Indeed Bldg, Rm C; 301 W. Camino Casa Verde

Sep 3 – Sit/sew: Octagon Scallop Fabric Bowl Kit; pattern at JoANNs. Buy own
		 fabric with the pattern. Bring machines/sewing supplies.

Oct 1 – Bobbin work and Using Machine feet; Demo
Nov 5 – Demo on a Stuffed FABRIC Turkey by Joyce Catalfamo.

First Monday of each month – 9:00 am
Location: SaddleBrooke #1 Arts/Crafts Bldg (Call leader for invite details.)
Sep 1
Oct 6
Nov 3
Dec 1

–
–
–
–

Project from Nancy Zeiman’s book; 10-20-30 Minutes to Sew
Same as above.
Expandable Tote by Linda Brush. Call for supply list.
TBA
Cactus Needle News



Needling Through...

the Neighborhoods
NG Trends Emerging...
Team-focused Projects

It started with Ramona Baird’s Northwest Neighborhood Group (NG). They adopted a 14 month endeavor to create wearable art jackets
while learning various couture and
embellishment techniques. They plan
to model their creations at the Feb.
2009 Demo Day event.

Above: NW NG members
watch as Lydia Winkler demos
silk embroidery by machine.

The East side Evening NG got in on
the act and are now making jackets,
mostly on their own. Now and then,
they compare experiences. If they finish in time,
they also want to model at Demo Day.

Upper right: Sample of
bobbin work.
Lover right: Janet shares
a reverse appliqué jacket.
Below: Tascha Butyrin
admires Lydia’s scarves.

The East side Day NG
got inspired by all this
and started a series
of different embellishment techniques for NG topics. At
right is a display of snippet fabric
embellishments by Ruth Sharp.

Visit any NG & become inspired. Check our web
site for updated calendars, supply lists & photos.

8

ide

Wednesday, Sep 24

17

g,
lon m
in.
tto
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Cuff:

deep

Marueen Obuch, Benson NG
leader started another trend
focusing on Fabric manipulation techniques. Above right, see a vest that illustrates
connecting squares of embellished fabrics & textures.

Christmas In September – Stockings for AVIVA Foster Kids

w
in.

3 1/2 in.

•

10 am – 3 pm

•

Carol’s house

Lunch provided. RSVP so Carol can plan.

Each year, Carol Backus hosts a sit & sew to make Christmas stockings for
charity. Filled with toiletry articles, merchant donations, toys, or other items,
the stockings are given to foster kids under the care of AVIVA.

AVIVA requests large stockings. Smallest size desired is 17 inches
long, 8 inches wide at the top, and 10 inches wide from heel to toe.
toe
o
t
l
The cuff over the top should be at least 3 1/2 inches deep. Carol has
hee
rom
f
patterns or you can make your own. No smaller stockings, please.
e
d
i

.w

10 in

Supply List:
• Straight stitch machine
(Carol has some to borrow)
• Basic sewing supplies
• Fabric & trims for stockings
(holiday or any colors/prints)



Above & below: EE NG members
listen as Connie Shaw explains
pattern fitting concepts & helps fit
their jacket patterns.

To Carol’s: From Ina & Oracle Rds, go north
on Oracle to N. First Ave. Turn left on First.
Continue thru traffic light at Lambert Ln. to Palisades Dr. (Fire Station on right.) Turn right on
Palisades, drive to the end & make a sharp left
onto Cassiopeia Dr. Take next left on Oceanus
Pl. Second house from the corner.
Cactus Needle News

RSVP by Sep 22

Contact: Carol Backus
Ph: 575-1716

carolcreates@comcast.net

Address:

11661 N. Oceanus Place
Oro Valley, AZ 85737

Aug-Oct 08
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Left: Sierra Vista members, Marline Stafford &
Deb Williams.
Below: Yudi Walker.

The June 2008 Sewing Retreat was a resounding success! This year’s 4-day, multiple choice, double space arrangement offered the options for “just daytime sewing” or
staying any night in the hotel. 42+ participants attended
including 18 “rookie” members, 3 mother-daughter duos,
1 non-member friend of a chapter member, and a few husbands who joined the group for dinners.

Above: Donna Mae
Crowl proudly shows
her sunflower faux
chenille project.

Several applauded the “come and go” opportunity to leave
their sewing stuff set up and return after attending appointments or running errands. Some could sew only a
few hours but were grateful for the chance. Camaraderie
was at a record high as people mingled, chatted, dined
together, and had a great time.

Left: Debbie
Janson standing behind Annette Sydnor.
Below: Mary
Fladness &
Phyllis Falkenbach.

The Windmill Inn is always a hit with plenty of space in the hotel suites, free wireless internet connections,
great catered breakfasts, ongoing coffee service, and fresh baked cookies for guests in the afternoons. They
also welcome pets!

Left & Above: Kathryn
Wald worked in clutter
as she prepared 45+
Fidget Apron kits.

The various sewing projects brought were
abundant, with a heavy concentration on getting slopers fitted. A few “projects from hell”
surfaced, but their owners got lots of help.
Kathryn Wald (at left) made the biggest mess
as she prepared kits to make Fidget Aprons
for community service sewing. Linda Ryan (at
right) was recognized as the one who brought
the most “junk” and took up the most space!

One new occurrence at this retreat was the enrollment of three mother-daughter
duos. Nancy Record had been trying to talk her daughter, Judi Snively, into joining
ASG for some time. Judi lives in Mesa, AZ and found it hard to find time to sew with
her mother. The chance of a 4 day retreat was the perfect
setting for them to get together (both pictured at left). See
more about Judi on page 10.

Above: Judi
Snively & mother,
Nancy Record.
Right: Mother,
Beverly Kalhorn
with daughter,
Terry Doherty.



Terry Doherty was visited by her mother, Beverly Kalhorn
who arrived from Iowa in mid June (both pictured, lower
left). They were able to take the opportunity to
join the retreat and sew together. Jordan Newhouse (at right) stayed with her mother, Kim. Kim
found other things to do for respite while Jordan
stayed in the sewing room and made dresses
for her sisters.
(more on retreat, next page)
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Above: Jordan & her mom, Kim,
hold dresses Jordan made for
her sisters during the retreat.
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Retreat
Rookies

The Long and
the Short of It!

Eighteen rookies, all seen here,
joined the retreat for the first time.
At left, the tallest member is Connie Curtis, founding Chapter president. Though not a true “rookie,” Connie
hasn’t been seen at a retreat for ages! In
front of her is Yolanda Niemann, the shortest member at this year’s retreat! Below
is one rookie’s personal testimony about the event.

A Rookie’s Retreat
Experience
by Liz Lemieux

After 10+ years in ASG, I finally
made it to a sewing retreat! Several friends had told me what a great time it was, but I
felt I couldn’t go because I didn’t want to kennel my dog,
Kate. She had never been in a kennel, and I couldn’t do
it just to “haul my junk to a hotel” and sew. I could sew
at home just as easily, right?
This year was different. I took advantage of the day
sewing option and signed up for 2 days. Deciding on
a project to take was the most difficult part of the process. I chose a blouse that had been unfinished for
ages without any progress except for what the cat contributed – and that wasn’t beneficial! I also threw in a
jacket pattern to get some fitting help before making it.
After signing up, I found out the hotel allowed animals,
and I could take Kate. That made it a no-brainer, and
I reserved to stay one night. The option for an early
check in was “iffy,” but the manager offered to let me
use her office to leave Kate’s kennel until my room was
ready. As it turned out, I was able to check in at 9 AM.
After settling Kate in a really nice room, I set up in the
sewing room. The blouse was completed the first day
with some fitting help from savvy sewers. Dinner that
evening was with a wonderful group of 18 new friends
at a nearby steak place. Some went back to sew after
dinner, but I took Kate for her walk and fed her left over
steak. She was enjoying this vacation, too!
Aug-Oct 08

The next day, we pin fitted my jacket pattern, and I
made the first sloper. After tweaking adjustments, a
second sloper was ready to be cut. That took most
of the day but long before it was over, I decided to
spend another night so I could work some more.
Another evening of good friends, good food and fun
conversation. On my third day, I had to leave after
noon. Kate and I are definitely going back next year.
I wouldn’t miss it!

T

Retreat Wrap Up

his year’s retreat recorded the highest attendance in 5 years and won favorable remarks from all. The group voted unanimously to
return to the same place with the same options
for next year. Several suggestions were offered
to improve the plan for accommodations.
Mark your calendars for the 2009 Chapter Sewing Retreat on June 10-13 at the Windmill Inn.
Plan to have the best sewing time of your life!
Rookies:
Carol Chaloupka
June Chase
Connie Curtis
Terry Doherty
Dolores Ferris
Dianne Huston
Liz Lemieux
Liz Macijeski
Fran McQuate
Rosa Jane Mullen
Yolanda Niemann
Jordan Newhouse
Nancy Record
Sara Rumbaugh
Becky Ruhl
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Judi Snively
Dorothy Treese
Lydia Winkler
Regulars:
Dianne Belin
Donna Mae Crowl
Mary Ann Eberbach
Phyllis Falkenbach
Andrea Finney
Mary Fladness
Kay Hendricks
Barbara Hovagian
Debbie Janson
Roxanne Kelly
Bonnie Miller

Twink Monrad
Barbara Norrander
Marie Roberts
Linda Ryan
Marline Stafford
Annette Sydnor
Kathryn Wald
Yudi Walker
Dot Welch
Deb Williams
Non Member Guests:
Beverly Kalhorn
Kim Newhouse
Dian Skiffington



Retreat Feature Story

The Project
from Hell!

J

udi Snively was tasked by her daughter,
Stephanie, to make a small quilt to commemorate Stephanie’s recent High School graduation. The challenge was that part of the quilt
HAD to contain the bright yellow polyester graduation gown Stephanie wore!
Judi bought appropriate cotton fabrics in red,
yellow, black, and white, and pieced in printed
fabric cuts of graduation caps in the centers of
white stars. The stars were then sewn into the
centers of red and white squares, separated by
black strips. The only place the graduation gown
could be used was as the backing fabric. Judi
soon learned how much fun it was to combine a
polyester fabric with a cotton quilt! She brought
the project to the Sewing Retreat and got help
from several quilters. It took the entire 4 days, but
Judi managed to finish the quilt in grand style!

At right: Three generations of daughters; Judi Snively, her
daughter Stephanie
and Nancy Record,
Judi’s mother and
Stephanie’s grandmother.

Say Goodbye to
the Chapter Library

M

ore than 700 books and video tapes
in the Chapter Library were put on sale
June 13–14. After notifying members by e-mail, references
were tagged for sale and time was set aside at the Sewing
Retreat to begin the liquidation process. Several came to
buy and only 45 items were left with more than $650.00
collected.
Several members felt the liquidation sale was a good
idea, however a few were sad to see the library go. Several efforts have been to encourage increased use of the
library, but few have taken advantage of its availability.
With the chapter being so large and resources scattered
over 8,000 sq. miles, it was too difficult to get a library item
when you needed it. Many sewers have their own home
collections, and with so many resources on the internet,
the Chapter Advisory Board made the decision to let the
Library go.
Some library items are still missing and efforts are being
made to gather the rest and offer them for sale at future
events. A price list of remaining references is being composed and will be soon be available. Once it’s completed,
the list will be posted on the chapter web site for anyone
wanting to buy those that are left.
The point of contact for availability of remaining references is Chapter Librarian, Linda Ryan. Linda is traveling until
mid August, so please contact her at 520-299-2338 after
that time for questions. Direct any queries you have now to
the Chapter e-mail address at info@asgtucson.org.

Below: The infamous
Graduation Quilt!
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ASG Conference 2008

ommemorating its 30th year in operation, the 2008
ASG National Conference was declared another success.
Held in Chicago, IL, close to 1,000 attendees took advantage of several tour and classes offered by nationally known sewing celebrities. After
hearing about new products in their classes, participants shopped at booths in the
Exhibit Hall, ready to try new techniques. Eight members from the Tucson ASG
Chapter attended this year’s event and were seen in various places stocking up on
sewing treasures and trinkets.
A gala fashion show presented many choice garments made by members from all sewing levels motivating
many to enter their creations next year.
More than 4,000 Anti-Ouch Pouches were made to donate toward the annual conference charity project in
support of women undergoing breast cancer treatment. A representative from the American Cancer Society
presented a heartwarming speech in appreciation for the efforts expended from the many ASG members.
Throughout the week, several side tours to see Chicago city
sites were offered by bus, trolley or boat. At left, Debbie
Janson and Yolanda Niemann joined two other
ASG members to take a
river cruise.
Three Tucson members, Phyllis Falkenbach, Barbara Hovagian and Mary Fladness took a
bus trip to Beaver Dam, WI to
see TV celebrity, Nancy Zieman. Presentations on the daily
operation of running the Nancy’s
Notions Company and photo shoot
demos for TV and catalogue productions were highlighted.
“Look, there’s
Phyllis & Mary from Tucson! But
where’s Barbara?”

N

ext year’s ASG Conference will be held in Albuquerque, NM in July of 2009. The 2010 ASG Conference
is scheduled to take place in Atlanta, GA. Stay tuned to the
ASG national web site, www.asg.org for more details and
pictures of this year’s event.
Aug-Oct 08
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A New Model

For 2009, the current CAB wants to test
a new, team-focused CAB model. Did you
hear the word “test?” Further time is required
to see if it’s going to work. A host of chapter
wide helpers are needed as part 2 of this concept.
This is important news for all members to hear, because it may have an impact on how they perceive
the future governing of this chapter, and how these
changes could impact chapter funds.
Currently, there are 5 annually elected CAB positions required by ASG. In addition, the CAB appoints
more members who absorb other duties as needed.

B

orming the CA
f
s
n
ra

Have you ever been to a
meeting that had so many
people, it took too long to
conduct business? That
thought occurred to us as
maybe the main reason why it’s so hard to recruit new
Chapter Advisory Board (CAB) members.
After asking around and finding out this
was true, the light bulb went on! Now, a
possible solution has been developed.

ASG Chapter positions
requiring election are: President, 1st VP, 2nd VP, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Descriptions for all CAB duties defined by ASG
are: President, Secretary, Treasurer, Retail Liaison,
Publicity, Membership Chair, Program/Events Chair,
Hospitality, Historian, Librarian, Newsletter Editor,
Webmaster, NG Coordinator, and Member-at Large.
Our Chapter Standing Rules require the members
who hold the elected positions of 1st and 2nd VP’s to
absorb one of the jobs listed above, other than Secretary or Treasurer.
In an effort to consolidate responsibility and reduce
CAB membership, the Tucson Chapter eliminated position titles and listed primary functional areas where
most of the work is done. Those areas are: Administration, Information Management, Program/Event
Planning, Membership Recruitment/Retention, and
Financial Management. The chart below outlines what
we’re doing now and where we want to go.

Here’s how it all comes together:
ASG Titles

Our Idea of Main
Functional Areas

Positions Falling
Under these Areas

New Position Responsibilities

President
Administration
President
		
Parts of Treasurer job
		
Budget oversight
			

The Chapter’s Voice. Oversees all operations, monitors ASG compliance & CAB member performance.
Conduit for ASG info. Represents Chapter at formal
ASG forums.

1st VP

Program/Event
Program/Events Chair
Planning
Hospitality
		
Parts of Historian job
Either person could
			
assume either role
			

Directs event planning & agenda, facility procure-		
ment, set up/clean up, speaker arrangements,		
training instructors, menu selections, door prize
disbursement, asset storage, point of contact for
all program questions.

2nd VP

Membership RecruitMembership Chair
ment/Retention
NG Coordinator
			
			

Maintains current membership data, distributes welcome packet literature, assesses overall health of
NG’s and member satisfaction. Implements recruitment/retention strategies.

Secretary

Secretary
Newsletter/Website
Publicity
Retail Liaison
Parts of Historian job

Primary desktop publisher. Disseminates the written
word about chapter activities. Oversees newsletter,
web site, publicity, retailer advertisement, mass email announcements. Designs photo layouts, handouts, flyers, ads, displays, and chapter literature.		

Financial
Treasurer
Management
Part of Librarian’s job
			
			

Tracks/maintains financial data. Point of contact for		
all monetary transactions. Designs budget reports
and summaries. Tracks community service hours &
Threads Magazine renewals.

Information
Management
		
		
		
Treasurer
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s you can see, there’s a lot of
work for each of the 5 CAB members. Combining jobs and eliminating
appointed positions may reduce the
CAB composite, but it increases
oversight responsibilities. In addition, those live five must agree to
cover for each other during absenteeism. They will each have to learn enough about the
other areas in order to pitch hit when CAB members
need to travel. So far, 5 members are willing to test
this arrangement with the stipulation that volunteers
help pick up some of the work. When broken down into
small tasks, we think we’ll get the support we need.
To gain the support of the
members, we plan to mail a survey to solicit help with minor tasks.
Examples of these are taking pictures, writing articles, reserving a
facility, manning a sign-in table or booth, or delivering
membership application forms to a retail store. Other
tasks could include tallying votes for contests, handing out door prizes, or helping to clean up after an
event. We plan to ask people for assistance in their
geographic areas and not expect long distance driving
to accomplish the impossible.
Everyone knows that keeping groups or committees small promotes more effective decision making. It
takes 5 people less time to plan than
it does with 11. With a more automated web site, replacing board minutes
with short journal entries or scripts
from an internet discussion group
(like Yahoo Groups), plus the support of the membership, the end result should net fewer meetings, faster
information exchange and more responsive member
service. Best of all, everyone gets to contribute.
To compensate those who agree to join the CAB, a
new incentive package has been developed. This includes free entry to most events (with two exceptions),
free membership renewal for each year in office, and a
free Threads subscription renewal. For the President,
there are a few more perks that already come with the
job. This compensation package is optional although
highly encouraged for CAB members who agree to go
the distance. For 2009, there are 7 who have volunteered to serve on the formal CAB. The 2 extra folks
who volunteered beyond the 5 election candidates
plan to train and replace 2 of the core CAB officers.
They will receive the compensation package, too.
Aug-Oct 08

This restructuring concept is not new. We already
have many volunteers helping us accomplish some
of the tasks now. We just want to formalize it and get
more than 20% of the members involved in helping to
keep the chapter going.
One thing we need to stress. If we don’t get strong
membership support from the survey, this reduced
CAB concept won’t succeed. Five to seven CAB members cannot do all that it takes to keep the chapter running. We’re trying this model in an attempt to increase
efficiency and reduce time requirements.
Please help us make this transformation a success!
We’re excited to give this new CAB model a try and
hope you’ll support us through next year’s test run.
Look for your surveys soon.

Hours
Mon-Fri 9-5:30
Sat 9-5
Sun 11-4
Ph: (520) 747-8458

Cactus Needle News

7601 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ
(between Kolb & Pantano)

www.thequiltersmarket.com
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Dianne’s Dream Sewing Space
by Debbie Janson

For most sewing enthusiasts, their creative work
space is a coveted haven. When Dianne Belin moved
into her new home in 2006, she redesigned her sewing domain with a fresh perspective in mind.
Warm colors dominate Dianne’s chosen pallet for home
decorating.

“The room looked massive when it was empty,” Dianne said, “but now it’s getting smaller. If there is a
blank space, I will definitely fill it!”
Dianne’s priority was to organize her goods by subject or
function. Fabric yardage, fat
quarters and theme prints are
stowed in bins by color in the
wall cabinets. Under the serger
and machines are rolling plastic drawer towers with all items
needed for each machine.
Her thread storage system still needed tweaking
but worked the way it was.
Dianne made sure she
incorporated appropriate
ergonomic arrangements
for all her work surfaces
adjusting them to comfortable levels.

Displayed throughout her house
are hallmarks of her best work
containing the rich Southwest
desert colors of rusts, browns,
golds, greens, and turquoise.
For her new sewing room, Dianne said it was important to create a cozy niche surrounded by the things
she loved most. Basically a quilter, embellisher, garment sewer, and jewelry maker, Dianne is organized
in her mind, but
not always in her
physical space.
A large sewing
room was something she had
not had in a long
time. She was
used to her stuff
being dispersed
throughout
the
house and in the garage. The chance to start over in
a new, double-sized sewing space was a real treat!

“I couldn’t believe what I
found packed away when I
moved,” Dianne exclaimed.
“I had 17 sweatshirts stowed
for embellishment makeovers and haven’t touched
one of them since I moved
in! I also have a box fetish.
I can’t resist buying small storage drawers, bins, or
saving any sized storage containers.”
The real test of space utilization came only a few
months ago when Dianne
bought a long arm Grand
quilter machine. Being 10
ft. long, it had to go against
one wall, so a juggling act
was in order to rearrange
cabinets and goods for
added storage space. “It
was a nightmare to incorporate the long arm into
this room, but I developed
a system to cope with the
new addition.”

Facing a large, white room to start, Dianne painted
it her favorite butter yellow and installed cabinets,
shelves, a central work island, and mobile drawer
units. One wall was
reserved for a Murphy bed which she
considers both a
nemesis and a necessity. When the
bed is retracted, it
serves as her design wall.
14
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“I love to look around and see family photos, funky
dolls and fairies, and mementos from my past,” Dianne said. “My husband thinks I live in a claustrophobic mess, but I’m comfortable in clutter. It’s not
unusual for me to have only a 2 ft. square workspace
around my machine!”

The next part of Dianne’s remodeling project will be
installation of fluorescent lighting. For future reorganization efforts, she knows there’s still room to consolidate, but she puts it off as low on her priority list!
During this interview, I asked Dianne to choose one
pile of clutter that irritated her the most. She pointed
to a stack of junk behind a sewing machine. With a
few swipes of magic, the two of us made it disappear for a photo shoot. Eventually, Dianne said she
may find time to put more things away rather than
juggling piles, but for the present, she’s happy with
her current arrangement.
Here you
see her
pile of
junk.
Here you
don’t!

Lessons in making Dianne’s junk disappear!

One challenge Dianne faces is the constant companionship of her new puppy, Alice. Alice seems to
enjoy chewing on electrical cords! Only recently did
Dianne discover new teeth marks on the cord that
connects her foot pedal to
her embroidery machine.
“Guess I’ll have to be more
strict with Alice!” Dianne
said. “But with a face like
that, how can you be anything but a softie?”

So, she likes funky dolls, huh?
Wonder if that includes me?

Aug-Oct 08

I dunnooo...That
dog, Alice might
chew me to bits!

Dianne sums
it all up by
saying, “Just
put me in my
sewing room
with my music
or with the TV
turned on, and
I’m like a bear
in a den!”

I’ll sit in your room,
Honey. Just give me
a shelf & I’ll park it!

Cactus Needle News

Count me in. Just don’t string me
up by my neck & I’ll be happy!
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Make and Take

a Fabric-covered Beaded

Necklace

Create a color-coordinated
necklace to match your desired fashions. This trendy item has been seen and made by many
Chapter members. Whether it be your first or fortieth creation, come hear from instructor,
Liz Macijeski, new ways to start from scratch or perfect your technique.
When: Thursday, Sept 18, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Where: Woods Public Library, 3455 N. 1st Ave, Tucson, 85719
Cost:

(one block south of Prince Rd; half way between
Stone and Campbell Ave.

$10.00 – One price for all

(Covers lunch from Baggins, drinks, and cost of bead kit)

Deadline to
RSVP

Sept 15

What: Bring supplies listed. Wooden beads will be provided.
Apply: RSVP with payment & form below. Call for late RSVP consideration.
Who: For questions, contact one of the people below:
Before Aug 31, Jane Riney. Ph: 797-7372, or lizzyjane42@mac.com
After Aug 31, Liz Macijeski. Ph: 825-2937 or lounliz@wbhsi.net
Supply List
Fabric

• One strip light weight fabric 3 inches wide, cut
the desired length of the necklace, plus 6 in.
• Fabric should not be pieced.
• Fabric cut on the bias is best, but cutting it on
the straight of grain also works.
• Silk or light-weight man’s neck ties work very
well for this project.

Notions/Tools

Beads

• 25-30 Wooden beads approx. 1⁄2” wide and 1 inch
long (provided for attendees)
Note: These beads are usually
seen woven into car seat cushions
and can be found on-line on E-bay
or possibly at flea markets.

• 40-60 Pony beads or decorative, color-coordinated
beads that show on the outside of the fabric.

• Straight stitch sewing machine, foot pedal, extension cords, extra machine needles, sewing
thread, straight pins, fabric scissors, etc.
• Two thick, sturdy, hand-sewing needles
• Buttonhole thread
• 2 large safety pins
• Tweezers, preferably with long pointed ends for
“poking.” (can also use pointed chop sticks)
• A tube turner kit if you have one

Note: Samples of pony beads are shown below.
Find them in Walmart, JoAnns, Michaels, or possibly in bead specialty shops. Instructor will have
a few to demonstrate.

Sign me up for the Bead Necklace Class Sep 18, 2008

Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Ph: ____________________ E-mail: _______________________
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Send form &
payment to:

ASG, Tucson Chapter
PO Box 18853
Tucson, AZ 85731

Checks payable to ASG, Tucson Chapter
Aug-Oct 08

Make the Sewing Connection
with Shirley Adams
Fri., Nov 21: half-day class
Sat., Nov 22: all day program

9:00 AM–1:00 PM
9:00 AM–4:30 PM

SaddleBrooke Mountain View Country Club Ballroom
38759 Mountain View Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85739 (in SaddleBrooke - map on reverse)
Be inspired by this famous TV celebrity and sewing
expert who dazzles any audience! Visit Shirley’s
web site at www.sewingconnection.com.
Friday, Nov 21 – A half-day class entitled, “Spring
Chicken Grows Up.” Shirley reviews pattern alterations for the mature figure. Learn to adjust for
rounded shoulders, dropped bust lines, armhole
gaposis, full tummies & hips, fallen derrieres, and
more. Solve fitting dilemmas that plague garment
sewers through their mid-life years.
Saturday, Nov 22 – An all day trunk show with more
than 200 garments & bags made from a few master patterns. Learn to alter fronts, backs, sleeves,
shape, or length to suit your body, and add extra
pieces for different looks. See various fabric types
and what works well for each, where to interface,
line, and add finishing details. Participants will
watch as Shirley combines creativity, style and pattern redesigns, illustrating classy embellishments
that anyone can do. Her delightful tips, techniques,
stories, and ideas inspire sewers at all levels, helping them discover exciting innovations that accommodate any garment size or machine capabilities.

Entry Costs - Non-refundable
Fri, Nov 21:
ASG members...... $25
Non-members...... $35
Includes AM beverage service

Sat, Nov 22:

ASG Members...... $45
Non-members...... $55

Includes Deli Buffet lunch

Questions? Contact one below:
Liz Lemieux

Ph: 520-664-2470
LizL0143@aol.com

Yolanda Niemann Ph: 520-818-9235
yniemann2000@wbhsi.net

Deadline to Apply

To RSVP, fill out the form(s) below:

Nov 12, 2008

Sign me up for Fri, Nov 21, Adams half day class, 9 am–1 pm

Sign me up for Sat, Nov 22, Adams all day show, 9 am–4:30 pm

Name: ____________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________

Ph: _______________________ Cell: ___________________

Ph: _____________________ Cell: ___________________
E-mail: ____________________________

E-mail: _____________________________

$25 ASG Member
$35 Non-member
Aug-Oct 08

Send in one or both forms to enroll.
Make checks
Mail to: ASG, Tucson Chapter
payable to:		
P.O. Box 18853
“ASG, Tucson Chapter”		
Tucson, AZ 85731
Cactus Needle News

$45 ASG Member
$55 Non-member
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To Mountain View Country Club Ballroom
ASG Chapter Event - Shirley Adams

From Tucson, go north on Oracle, past
Ina & past Magee Rd. From Magee, go 13
miles farther north to SaddleBrooke Blvd.
Turn right on SaddleBrooke & keep going
(about 2 miles) to Mountain View Blvd. Turn
right on Mountain View & go approximately
1 mile, past the Golf Club and look for the
Mountain View Country Club on the left.
Turn left into the driveway with the overhead
bar over the entrance. The event is in the
Mountain View Country Club Ballroom.

S

Blvd

Dr

View

Desert Blu
ff

Golf

Club

Mou
ntain

Mountain View
Country Club
Ballroom
Shirley Adams
Event

le Dr
Orac

To I-10

13 Miles

Oracle Dr
Sun City
Rancho Vistoso

Blvd

E

Ridgeview

N
W

SaddleBrooke Blvd

Magee Rd

Magee Rd
Ina Rd

Normal store hours

Mon–Sat

9 am–5 pm

“FAT Fridays”

first Friday of every month
Many styles rolled fat
quarters – 12 for $10
18

Open ONLY on Mondays & Fridays, 9–5
Owner experiencing property damage with
monsoon rains. Call store to see if they’ll be
open before coming. If no answer at primary store #, call Sandy at 625-2283.

To get 10% off total purchase:
• Must have a group of 4 shoppers
• Call 24 hrs (or more) in advance
to let us know you’re coming
Cactus Needle News
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Houghton Rd

ph: 520-648-1533

Valencia Rd

Summer hours are usually:

Country Club Rd

16121 S. Country Club Rd.
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Summer Hours June - August
Rt 19, Nogale
s Hywy

Quilter’s
Desert Patch

Sahuarita Rd
Quilter’s Desert
Patch

SE corner Sahuarita Rd. & Country Club Rd.

Aug-Oct 08

Coming to Tucson, Oct 2-4 – Quilt, Craft & Sewing Festival

D

on’t miss the Tucson Quilt, Craft, & Sewing Festival Oct 2-4 at the Tucson Expo Center on Irvington
Road & I-10. Coming soon to your mail box, watch for
a free ticket being sent to you or any guest for this
event.
This premier Quilt, Craft & Sewing Festival promises
to be a great success. According to the Festival representative, all booth spaces are sold out! That means
over 100 quality exhibitors have committed to exhibits
and demonstrations for sewers to feast their eyes on
many exciting new products, techniques and educational ideas.
Sponsored by the Rusty Barn Production Group, this festival offers
a wide variety of Sewing, Quilting, Needle-Art and Craft supply
exhibits, demos and goods being
sold by quality vendors. Opportunities to participate in
one or more of the many “Make and Take” workshops
or FREE educational seminars will be offered. Classes
of this caliber usually cost $30 to $50 to attend, but the
Rusty Barn offers them free as an incentive to attend
the show. An added bonus is that one entry ticket is
good for all 3 days of the show.

Aug-Oct 08

Below are some of the needle art categories covered
in the show:
Sewing
Needlearts
Ceramic Arts
Photo Albums
Bow Making
Needlepoint
Crocheting
Rubber Stamping
Stenciling

Wearable Art
Miniatures
Punch Embroidery
Japanese Braiding
Quilting
Dolls
Tole Painting
Beading
Scrapbooking

Fabric Painting
Cross Stitch
Knitting
Woodcrafts
Embossing
Decorative Painting
Iron-on Metals,
Crystals, & Studs

Best part of all? ASG members get in for FREE with
proof of membership card, a chapter newsletter or a
free coupon available below or on our chapter web
site. Just cut out the coupon below or photo copy it
and bring it with you. For more details on upcoming
events and classes, visit www.rustybarn.com.
If any Tucson member would like to sit in the ASG
Chapter booth for a 2-4 hr. shift, please contact Carol
Green at 298-4342 or e-mail:
info@asgtucson.org.

Cactus Needle News
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ASG Chapter Membership Application

ASG New Member Dues:

Please allow 4-6 weeks for processing

Chapter/city nearest you (city, state)

Name: __________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
City: ____________________ St: _____ Zip code: ______________
Ph: (

$40.00

_______________________________
ASG Renewal Member Dues:

$35.00

(pay this amt. before membership expiration date)

Chapter: Tucson, AZ

Check Enclosed, payable to:
“American Sewing Guild”

) _______________ E-mail: __________________________

How did you hear about ASG?
Web
Magazine
Other __________________________

Bill: MasterCard / VISA (circle one)
Account # _______________________________

Return to: American Sewing Guild
9660 Hilcroft, Suite 510, Houston, TX 77096
Ph: (713) 729-3000 • Fax: (713) 721-9230
Email: info@asg.org • Website: www.asg.org

Credit Card Exp. date:______________________
Signature: _______________________________

ASG - Benefits of Belonging

• ASG discounts from many national & local fabric stores
and sewing publication companies

• Special rates to local Chapter events, sewing workshops,
guest speaker programs, sewing expos, and retreats
• Annual National ASG conference featuring seminars,
sewing related workshops, tours, classes & exhibits
• Subscription to ASG’s national publication, Notions
• Online live chats with sewing-celebrity guest hosts

• Access to Neighborhood Groups offering opportunities
for sharing ideas and “hands on” sewing experiences in
smaller, more social atmosphere
• Opportunity to contribute to sewing projects for community service outreach
• Opportunity to meet sewing friends who share a passion
for sewing in all forms & at all skill levels
...and the satisfaction of contributing to a vital part of the
American culture - the Art of Sewing

Tucson’s ONLY Retailer
offering daily ASG member discounts

ON SERVICE / REPAIR

•

ALL MACHINES

15270 N. Oracle Rd
Tucson, AZ 85739

520-825-8800

www.catalinaquilting.com
Located at Oracle & Golder Ranch Roads

9AM–5:00 PM MON-FRI, 9AM –4PM SAT CLOSED SUNDAYS

Wide variety

Batiks, Asians, Brights, Flannels
Large selection – Southwestern Fabrics
Sewing Machine Repair & Service
SALES

•

SERVICE

•

SUPPLIES

27 YEARS IN BUSINESS

1835 S. Alvernon Way, #211
Tucson, AZ 85711

Authorized Dealer

Visit our web site for online sales
of fabric & notions

790-7041

9AM - 5PM MON - FRI, 9AM - 1PM SAT

20

on all Makes & Models

•

CLOSED SUNDAYS
Cactus Needle News

Frequent Shopper Card offer
Get $25 OFF a purchase when
all spots on your card are punched!
Aug-Oct 08

Aug-Oct 08
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Coming Soon
to Your Mailbox

New Threads Magazine
Discount Renewal Process

S

hortly after receipt of this
newsletter, watch your mail
box for a special member mailing. Included will be 2 surveys, an election ballot, and for local Tucson members, a free guest ticket for
the Tucson Quilt, Craft and Sewing Festival in October.
Regarding the Festival ticket, we’re passing that on
to local members to give to a friend. If you cut out the
ASG coupon or carry proof that you’re an ASG member
as described in the article on page 19, you can pass the
free entry ticket on and share the Festival with someone
who may benefit from what promises to be a smashing
success!
When you get the election ballot, we know it only
has one name per office for our 2009 Chapter Advisory
Board (CAB) elections. Regardless, we still have to solicit and document a quorum of votes in accordance with
IRS non profit rules. Please
VOTE and return the ballot
promptly, so we can comply
with ASG directives.
Regarding the Helper List Survey, we really need help
with that. Please review the CAB Transformation Plan
on pages 12-13. You will see the need for a consolidated
commitment to get it launched. The results of this survey
will help us simplify the day-to-day running of the chapter and possibly reduce the requirement
for a greater number of people to join a
governing board. With only 5-7 people
to do what’s needed, we’re going to need
heavy member support. We have a great
start with some willing volunteers! Let’s
keep the good work going. Please answer
that survey with your heart and your mind. One more
thing. If you have any reservations or commitments that
may interfere with your ability to help, please don’t answer “yes” to fulfilling the tasks being asked.
For the Newsletter Survey, that’s a no-brainer. All
we need is for you to answer it and send it
in. Results will be tallied and actions taken
from there.
We hope to see our P.O.Box fill up over
the next quarter! Thank you in advance for
your help in keeping our chapter going.
22

F

or several years, Chapter member, Sara Conrad
has taken care of the annual discount renewals
for Threads Magazine each Oct/Nov. Sara is no longer able to do this, so Kathryn Wald has volunteered to
take the job.
Effective immediately, Kathryn would like to hear
from you if you’re interested in getting either your
Threads or Sew News Magazine renewed or started
through the chapter. Kathryn is reviewing old records
to build a data base of those who have taken advantage
of this offer. This information should
give us an idea of how many may do
it again. During the fall months is
the common time of the year many
members’ subscriptions will come
due. If you’re one of those people,
please contact Kathryn.
The rules for the discount are still being verified
through Taunton Press. As a side bonus, the chapter gets a free subscription for every 10 renewals or
new subscriptions sent in at one time. Regardless of
when people’s subscriptions expire, the 20% discount
is available if they renew through the chapter. See the
next page for a description of savings gained. Kathryn
will start taking checks immediately and batch deposit
them with the assistance of the Treasurer.
Once this process is refined, we hope to get a “click
here” button put on our web site to renew or subscribe
with one action. Confirmation of renewals is what
we’re working on now.
What Kathryn needs to know from members is: 1)
the name of the magazine you want to renew or subscribe to and, 2) the month and year of expiration. You
can also renew early if you wish. To contact Kathryn,
or to start sending in your renewal payments, use the
information below. Be sure to include a note with your
intent.

Cell ph: 520-850-8779
(out of town late September)

E-mail: info@asgtucson.org

Check payable to: ASG, Tucson Chapter
Mail to: ASG Tucson Chapter (Magz)
P.O. Box 18853
Tucson, AZ 85731

Cactus Needle News
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Support the Retailers Who Support the Guild

Classified Ads
FOR SALE: For all items below, contact:
Linda Ryan Ph: (520) 299-2338 or email:
Lryan20@aol.com.
Pfaff Embroidery machine products;
series 2140 / 2170
$40 - Roll-on cloth machine case
$20 - Cloth embroidery unit case
$75 - Grand Hoop with designs & handy
table
$50 - All Fabric Hoop with quick release
(with designs)
$25 - Single hole needleplate
$50 - USB-to-machine cord
$10 - Belkin computer-machine interface
Misc books & manuals
FOR SALE: Singer Merritt Lock Serger Model 14U354B with differential feed, complete.
$75.00. Contact Pat Jolley in Sierra Vista.
Ph: (520) 803-6581 or pbjolley@q.com

WANTED: FABRICS / NOTIONS

Project Linus welcomes donations of
clean, unused, washable fabrics and yarns
suitable for children’s blankets. Can also
use thread, sewing & office supplies, postage stamps, gift certificates to fabric or office supply stores. Contact Jody Elmer at
(520) 760-8852 or Cheryl Reif (520) 5778018. For more details on Project Linus
visit: http://www.orgsites.com/az/projectlinus-tucson
Marilyn Pollitt in Green Valley: Donates
time & materials to make children’s clothing
for Casa De Los Ninos–a shelter for abused/
neglected kids. Marilyn would like donated
fabrics of any type suitable for kids’ clothing or embellishments. If you have a stash of
these kinds of items, contact Marilyn at:
(520) 572-0759 or gpollitt2@yahoo.com
Nancy’s Notions 10% ASG discount codes
off catalogue merchandise:
Jul-Sep: 089411-5224
Oct-Dec: 089411-5225

Retailer

Please remember to show your ASG card before making your
purchase to receive your discount

Arizona Vacuum & Sewing Center
1835 S. Alvernon, #211
790-7041

Aug-Oct 08

10% off ALL items, service & retail.
20% off all NON SALE items, svc & retail
25% off all items every 1st Tues of the mo.
10% off any new NON SALE Elnas
or Singers

Bernina/Baby Lock Sewing Center
4500 E. Speedway Blvd. #39
795-7786

10% off non-sale notions, books, threads,
& fabrics. (Does not apply to consignment merchadise)
Owner, Joyce Dunn is working on
an ASG promo code for 10% off
all non sale items from the web

Buttons ‘N’ Bolts
Store closed Fabric & notions now selling
online at www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.com
Cathey’s Vacuum & Sewing Center
Authorized Viking Pfaff & Singer dealer
• 5701 E. Speedway Blvd. - 721-4000
• 7255 E. Brdway /inside JoAnn’s 731-9111
• 8700 N. Oracle (south of Hardy) - 797-7177
• 3906 N. Oracle/inside JoAnn’s - 690-9144

10% off all non-sale sewing machine accessories, notions & full service labor

Ely’s Complete Vac & Sew
• 954 W. Prince Rd. - 887-0011
• 6516 E. 22nd St. - 745-5290

15% off all items sold

Fabrics That Go
3105 N. Campbell Ave.
881-4444

15% off all non-sale, IN STOCK fabrics
NO DISCOUNTS on special orders

Hancock Fabrics
• 3741 W. Ina Rd. Ste 125 - 744-6635
• 6325 E. 22nd Ave. - 747-9201

10% off selective sale & all non-sale

JazzSkins
4826 E. Broadway Blvd.
325-2662

10% off non-sale patterns & fabric

JoAnn Fabrics & Crafts
• 7255 E. Broadway Blvd. - 886-1400
• 3906 N. Oracle Rd. - 888-0996

10% off selective sale &all non-sale items

Leandro Fine Fabrics
6360 E Broadway Blvd / El Mercado Plaza.
886-0078 new hours: M-Sat, 11 am - 5 pm

15% off non-sale items

Quilter’s Desert Patch
r
16121 S. Country Club
18 fo
, pg ours
d
a
Sahuarita
e
h
Se
mer
648-1533
sum

- 10% off all purchases to groups of 4
people or more.
- Must call 24 hrs ahead to let staff know
you are coming to qualify for discount

The Squirrels Nest
Authorized Brother dealer
4049 Cameno Principal. - Sierra Vista
1-(520) 417-1070 or 1-800-340-5772

10% off all non-sale items

Threads Magazine & Taunton Press Subscribers
Special Offer ending Dec 15, 2008

Add or extend
See price comparisons below
Threads or Sew News
for Threads Magazine
Subscription &
THREADS
ASG
SAVE
get a 20% discount 1 year $32.95 $26.36
$6.59
with ASG Savings

Discount

2 years $54.95

$43.96

$10.99

Cactus Needle News

Questions? Call Kathryn Wald
Cell ph: 520-850-8779
E-mail: info@asgtucson.org
ASG, Tucson Chapter
Mail to: ASG Tucson Chapter (Magz)
P.O. Box 18853
Tucson, AZ 85731
Check payable to:
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TIME-DATED MATERIAL ...
Please Deliver Promptly!
Thanks

1

When your contact info changes (address, phone, or E-mail), please
let our Membership Chair know. Paula’s info on how to contact her is
listed on page 2 in this newsletter.

2

We hope you received your July 08 issue of the ASG Notions magazine. It contained a green and white, bar coded insert that was your
new JoANN’s Fabrics discount card. Please don’t disregard this as junk
mail! It’s the only card you’ll get for one year. If you haven’t received your
Notions, wait until mid August and then contact President Jane Riney for
advice on how to proceed.

Meet NeedleNerd, the
walking, threaded needle!
His job is to catch your “eye”
& keep you in “stitches!”

ASG Misson – Advancing Sewing as an Art and Life Skill
Reprints
of any material in this publication are authorized Cactus
withoutNeedle
prior approval.
Credit should be given to the authors when applicable.
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